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ROTARY PIXIE DUST
By Governor Anna-Mae Kobbe

Does your club have a Fairy Godmother? 
Yes, you read that correctly. On my club 
visits, I recently met a Rotary Club Fairy 
Godmother.

After meeting Doris Johnson                      , 
I’m pretty sure every club               
could benefit by having  
their own Fairy Godmother.    
Doris is a young 91-year-                          
old. She told me her late  
husband was a Rotarian in Pennsylvania. 
She now lives at a retirement home in 
Columbia, Maryland.

The Columbia Patuxent Rotary Club just 
happens to meet at the same retirement 
home. Club President A.J. Jefferson tells 
me some of their members hang around 
after their meetings and hold the 
“meeting after the meeting”; one of 
those meetings where they solve world 
problems and exchange stories of lesser 
significance. As we know, Rotary 
fellowship is one of the greatest benefits 
of our membership.

A.J. said, “As the Meetings after the 
Meeting were taking place, Doris would 
walk by and comment to the group.” 
Overtime, they learned her husband had 
been a Rotarian and of her love of 
Rotary.

So, the club made Doris an Honorary 
Member. She is a Paul Harris Fellow and 
a supporter of The Rotary Foundation. 
Her name badge clearly says her 
classification is Fairy Godmother.

I believe the intergenerational nature of 
Rotary is seldom celebrated and may be 
undervalued. The life lessons Doris can 
share are not ones that come with those 
who haven’t experienced as much of life. 

Younger members bring energy and 
new ways of looking at the world, but a 
Fairy Godmother has magical powers 
and acts as a mentor. They often bring 
wisdom only gained from the School of 
Hard Knocks or purely living for a 
number of decades.

A.J. tells me, “Doris makes us better 
people!”

Rotary has a place for all of us. We need 
the young new member who brings 
fresh idealism and a can-do attitude. We 
need the mentor who shares wisdom; 
serving as a teacher and role model. 
Together we are unstoppable. We can 
solve world problems! And, we need 
more Fairy Godmothers like Doris who 
“make us better people.”

As we celebrate Rotary Foundation 
Month, let us be like Doris, a strong  
supporter of The Rotary Foundation 
(TRF).

I believe in our Rotary Foundation. I  
started making small contributions 
when I became a Rotary member. Early 
on, I had a goal of becoming a Paul 
Harris Fellow (PHF).  It was so important 
to me, that I ignored the fact my club 
had points they would match to 
my cash contributions. I wanted to 
become a PHF by making my cash   
donations. I kept donating and learned 
about the Paul Harris Society. I made a  
commitment of an annual contribution 
to TRF a few years ago. As a Society 
member, I know I am helping to “Do 
Good in the World.”

Two things have helped me achieve my 
goals. Today, I make my contributions to 
TRF using Rotary Direct. I highly 
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Upcoming
District
Events

November 12
RLI -Frederick

February 25, 2017
RLI - Towson 

April 22, 2017
Four Way Test Semi-Finals 
Glen Burnie High School

April 28, 2017
RLI - La Plata

May 5-7, 2017
2017 District Conference 
College Park Marriott Hotel & 
Conference Center

June 10-14, 2017
RI Convention
Atlanta 
www.riconvention.org

ROTARY PIXIE DUST
(continued from page 1)

recommend Rotary Direct. Monthly 
payments made via Rotary Direct help 
me manage and meet my commitments 
to Rotary.

As a Federal employee, I was 
encouraged to contribute to the 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). Did 
you know you can contribute to the 
Combined Federal Campaign and 
donate to TRF at the same time? Yes, the 
Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International is one of the many 
charities to which you can direct your 
donations. The 2016 Combined Federal 
Campaign is underway. Federal 
employees may contribute to the 
campaign through December 15. 
Federal employees may donate using 
payroll deductions and both the CFC 
and Rotary end up winners.

As we celebrate the Centennial of The 
Rotary Foundation, I’m inviting you to 
give generously; giving at least $26.50 
more than last year in honor of TRF’s 
100 th anniversary. I would also ask that 
you direct this gift to PolioPlus so our 
goal of eradicating Polio from the world 
becomes a reality. All gifts will be 
matched 2 to 1 by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. You will be helping 
the children of the world.

RYLA  - FEB 18-20, 2017
Is your club sponsoring a student or two to 
attend RYLA at the National 4H Youth 
Conference Center?

RYLA attendees will learn leadership 
skills, communication skills, planning 
and managing a project, conflict 
resolution, and business ethics. 

They will meet many people from 
diverse backgrounds, and learn to work 
in groups with new people. In addition, 
they will receive an introduction to 
Rotary.

Please go to www.ryla7620.com, and 
check out our video. Make a positive 
impact on young people by sponsoring 
them to attend RYLA 2017! 

If you have any questions please contact: 
Judy Cappuccilli
e-mail jdcapp@verizon.net
cell- 301-332-4207.

BE A PART OF HISTORY WITH ROTARY ZONES 33 & 34!
Don't just look at pictures of other Rotarians giving Polio drops. Take the leap and get into the picture by traveling
with us to India to give the life saving drops. January 29, 2017 is the next scheduled Polio National Immunization

Day (NID) in India. Over 170 million children under the age of 5 will be vaccinated with the polio vaccine. 
PDG Nancy Barbee at nbarbee@gmail.com 252 670-5229 

PDG Cynde Covington cyndecovington@gmail.com 904-568-1497

Going to the Atlanta 
Convention? 
Last Call for reservations with the 
District Hotel Room Block.
Join your fellow Rotarians at the 
Hyatt Downtown Atlanta, 
conveniently located near the 
convention center. 

Only $201 per night including 
taxes for a Deluxe room for 4 
people. A District get together is 
being planned at the Hyatt. 

Please contact 
dan.parker@travelleaders.com / 
301-904-1743 to get your room 
booked by Friday, November 
18th

Let’s help our DG, Anna-Mae hit 
her goal of 200 District Rotarians 
at the Convention. Early 
registration ends December 15th 
for $340 and then increases to 
$415.

Visit www.riconvention.org   
Hope to see you in Atlanta!

https://youtu.be/CiVji_24L1Q
mailto:nbarbee@gmail.com
mailto:cyndecovington@gmail.com
http://www.ryla7620.com
mailto:jdcapp@verizon.net
http://www.riconvention.org
mailto:dan.parker@travelleaders.com
http://www.riconvention.org


WHICH IS BETTER?
Creating Your Own Event or participating 
in an Existing Event?

by Quentin Wodon, 
Rotary Club of Capitol Hill

As part of our new strategic plan, our 
club is stepping up efforts to improve 
our public image and our presence in 
the community, in part through social 
and traditional media, but also 
through the organization of public 
events and participation in existing 
events. Which is better? Creating our 
own event, or participating in events 
that already exist in your community?
As expected, the answer is “it 
depends”. Both types of events are an 
option, and if you can do both, all the 
better for your club. Let me illustrate 
this with two events for our club in the 
past week: our participation in the 
Barracks Row Festival (an existing 
event) on September 24, and our 
seminar on education for peace and 
social change at the World Bank (an 
event we created) on September 20. 
The Barracks Row Festival is an annual 
family-oriented community event for 
Capitol Hill, the neighborhood in 
which our club is located in 
Washington, DC. Some 140 
organizations and vendors have 
stands. Depending on weather, up to 
10,000 people pass through the street 
where the event is located from 11 
AM to 5 PM. For the second year in a 
row, we participated. This year our 
stand featured a bean bag game (as 
shown in the picture where you can 
see that our game has the Rotary 
emblem!) Children and adults who 
succeeded in throwing a bag in the  

hole got a cute slap bracelet. In 
practice, we (of course) gave the slap 
bracelet to all the children who wanted 
it. 

Thanks to one of our members and her 
colleagues, we also had face painting 
for children for a few hours. This was as 
expected an even better attraction for 
children than the bean bag game.

A few hundred people came by our 
stand, on a few occasions because they 
were interested in Rotary, but mostly 
because their children wanted to play 
or get their face painted. We did make 
a number of useful contacts, but more 
importantly we got our name out there 
in a positive way. We contributed to an 
important event in our community, 
which we should do independently of 
any potential benefit for our club.

Our second event this past week was 
very different. We organized a seminar 
at the World Bank on education,  
peace, and social change with three 
very good speakers: one from our 
public school system and two from 
great local nonprofits (Street Law and 
One World Education). A Rotary Peace 
Fellow from George Mason University 
served as discussant, and one of my 
colleagues at the World Bank served as 
chair.

I will write more about the seminar 
when I will have the video to share, but 
for this post, in terms of comparing 
participation in an existing event with 
organizing a new event, the lessons are 
twofold. First, the seminar was well 
attended (with about 55 participants), 
but it reached fewer people than our 
stand at the Barracks Row Festival. On 
the other hand the people we reached 

included professionals that we are 
aiming to work with through our 
Capitol Hill pro bono initiative 
whereby we provide strategic advise 
to local nonprofits and agencies on 
the challenges they face. 
The event not only contributed  to 
the broader discussion on education 
and peace, but it also contributed to 
our credibility as a partner. The fact 
that we co-organized the event with 
the World Bank, a respected 
organization in DC, did not hurt.

So, the message that I wanted to 
convey with these two examples of 
recent events for our club is simple: if 
you can, you should consider multiple 
types of events to make your club 
better known. Some of these events 
could be created from scratch, as we 
did for the seminar at the World Bank, 
while others could entail participation 
in existing community events with 
broader reach. Both types of events 
are great opportunities to make your 
club better known and contribute to 
the community.
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www.usoysterfest.com
http://travelleaders.com
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By Becky Mangus and Susan Kim, The Business 
Monthly

The “Howard Seven” Rotary clubs received a 
“Holland Award” on Oct. 20 from the 
Community Action Council of Howard County 
(CAC) for their commitment to a Summer 
Enrichment Program that extends Head Start's 
regular academic year. The award recognizes 
humanitarian service.
Head Start is a program that promotes school 
readiness for young children from low-income 
families through agencies in their local 
community. The Rotary-supported Summer 
Enrichment Program provides health, nutrition 
and educational services to children ages         
3 to 5.
The seven clubs include the Sunrise club in 
Ellicott City, the Columbia, Columbia Patuxent, 
Columbia Town Center, Howard West, Ellicott 
City and Elkridge clubs.
The Rotary clubs have a diverse and 
enthusiastic membership, said Bita Dayhoff, 
CAC president. “The Howard Seven have 
consistently found new ways to make Howard 
County a better place to live,” she said. “We are 
very fortunate to have such strong community 
organizations and leadership.”

The Power of 200 Rotarians
The Howard Seven has spent the last couple of 
years solidifying their work together, said      

locations,  but with different characteristics.  
This reflects a trend towards more diversity in 
Rotaryworldwide, said McCabe. “For example, I 
belong to the Patuxent club, which is a fairly 
traditional breakfast club. Contrast that with 
the less formal clubs that meet for happy hour 
with no formal meal.” Rotary will continue to 
strive to make a longterm sustainable 
difference in the county, he said. “We think the 
Summer Enrichment Program meets those 
goals.”

Rotary Working Together

“The Holland Award came as a total surprise,” 
said Ron Carlson, president of the Sunrise 
Rotary Club of Ellicott City. “We’ve worked very, 
very closely with the CAC over a long period of 
time and regard them as working partners in 
every sense,” he said. “To have this bestowed is 
a surprise and a reason for celebration.”

With the help of the Howard Seven, the seven-
week Summer Enrichment Program has been 
extended to 11 weeks. “You never know the 
outcome when you’re going to bring a group 
of people together,” said Carlson.

As members from the various clubs sat 
together and discussed what they intended to 
do to support the program, they reached a new 
level of support and rallied. “It’s the kind of 
model that could be replicated elsewhere in 
the district,” said Carlson.

This is not the first project, however, in which 
the Howard Seven have collaborated. The 
rotunda in the new Health and Sciences 
building at Howard Community College (HCC) 
is dedicated to the seven Rotary clubs who 
each pledged five-year support for HCC's 
scholarship program. And prior to that, the 
seven clubs held a cardboard boat float for 10 
years at Lake Kittamuqundi in downtown 
Columbia which brought together many 
organizations and hundreds of attendees.

While each club has its own service projects, 
fundraising activities and priorities, the Howard 
Seven pull together for select programs. The 
collaboration has proven to have a greater 
financial influence on select programs as well 
as providing more recognition of Rotary in 
Howard County.

"HOWARD SEVEN" RECEIVES COMMUNITY ACTION 
COUNCIL AWARD 

left, Dr. Clarence Lam, CAC board chair; 
Rotarian Ron Carlson; and 
Bita Dayhoff, CAC president

Governor, Dr. Anna-Mae Kobbe

Ron Carlson accepting the award

Charlie McCabe, 
Rotary’s area 
governor for 
Howard County. 
“There is a lot of 
power working 
together as 200 
Rotarians in seven 
clubs.”
Howard County has 
a full spectrum of 
clubs, he said, not 
only meeting at 
different times and 
locations but with 
different  times and

http://carrolloktoberfest.com
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By Bill Cords 

The Rotary Club of Lexington Park 
hosted its annual fundraiser over the 
weekend of October 15th and 16th at 
the St Mary’s County Fairgrounds.  A 
beautiful sunny mild October 
weekend marked the 50th Annual 
celebration featuring the National 
Oyster Shucking Championship and 
Oyster Cook-off which brought record 
crowds and wonderful festivities to 
Southern Maryland.  The event 
featured local dignitaries, local bands, 
many wonderful vendors and artists, 
plenty of oysters served pretty much 
every way imaginable and most 
notably featured Maryland State 
Governor Larry Hogan and his wife 
Yumi who presented the Rotary Club 
of Lexington Park with a Citation 
marking and commemorating the 
50th Annual event. 

States at the International Oyster 
Shucking Competition to be held in 
Galway Ireland in September 2017.   
The cook-off featured nine finalists 
and Tammy Davis of Chesapeake 
Beach, VA won the grand prize with 
her entry of  Coconut Curry Oyster 
Soup.  

The event serves as the major 
fundraiser for the club and it is 
estimated that over $100,000 was 
raised this year all of which will 
support Rotary giving to local 
charities.  Over the past fifty years it 
is estimated the Club has raised over 
$1,000,000 for the same. The Rotary 
Club of Lexington Park proudly 
serves as part of District 7620 and 
gives thanks to the many local 
supporters and sponsors and other 
civic groups that make possible this 
annual event. 

ROTARY CLUB OF LEXINGTON PARK HOSTED 50TH ANNUAL OYSTER 
FESTIVAL AND NATIONAL OYSTER SHUCKING COMPETITION

Ellicott City Crab Feast
Put on by

The Ellicott City Rotary Club

For tickets or info call 
410-905-0397

or visit
www.ellicottcityrotary.com

1:30-6 PM Sun. Oct. 16
Food served 2:00 -5:30

St. John's Episcopal Church

All you can eat
#1Crabs and Raw Oysters

provided by Harris Crab House
Pit Beef,  Turkey & Hot Dogs

Sides and Desserts 
Beer,  Wine and Soft Drinks

Craft Vendors

Tickets are $65.00 per person
Children 8 - 12 are $20.00

Under 8 FREE
All proceeds go to the Ellicott City Rotary’s 

Friends In Need Foundation, a 501.C.3 non profit.

The event sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Lexington Park included 
“all hands on deck” to work the 
event with Rotarians serving in all 
the various capacities required 
from ticket sales, informational 
booths, to vending and beer sales, 
together with judges for the 
different competitions.  The event 
was organized by Past President 
Larry Branthoover and Karen Stone 
and was hosted by President Elise 
Weston and Past President Bob 
Merritts who served as “King 
Oyster.”   The event featured record 
crowds at this years event.

The Shucking competition featured 
a total of 29 shuckers from across 
the United States and this years 
winner was 22 year old Honor Allen 
of Panama City, FL.  
Honor will represent the United

King Oyster Bob Merritts together 
with NAS PAX River Mascot

L-R President Elise Weston Past President Bob Merritts together with Governor
Larry Hogan, Event Coordinator Karen Stone, St Mary’s County Commissioner Todd
Morgan. Photo, courtesy The State of Maryland

Hosts Past President Bob Merritts “King 
Oyster” and President Elise Weston

www.ellicottcityrotary.com


away and could not be present.

By Barbara Ott, District Trainer

District 7620 held Pre-PETS 1 at the 
College Park Marriott and Conference 
Center on Saturday morning, October 
22nd and started off the training of our 
next President Elects with a lot of energy 
and enthusiasm.

After a breakfast buffet and an 
inspirational invocation by Rick Glover, 
everyone became engaged early in 
Rotary Bingo, which helped the 
participants get to know one another.

District Governor Elect Greg Wims, gave 
his Vision for District 7620 for his 
upcoming term as Governor.

Greg, who is a businessman and 
community activist, is the past President 
of the Bethesda Chevy Chase Rotary Club 
and a Past Area Governor. He is a 
Rotarian with a long volunteer history 
and a burning desire to bring comfort 
and aid to those in need. In the last 50 
years, he has raised more than a million 
dollars, logged more than 900,000 miles 
and volunteered more than 38,000 hours.
Eric Grubb, a past District Governor from

District 7630, who also has a long history 
of Rotary involvement since 1983 when 
he joined the Elkton Rotary Club at age 
25, got up at 4 am to volunteer as the 
Trainer for “Leading Rotarians.” Eric did a 
great job with his presentations and 
followed suggestions from past outcome 
surveys in his presentations. Participants 
were engaged in the conversations and 
he provided copies of his slides to aid 
participants in taking notes and 
reinforcement. He even provided a bonus 
hand-out titled “Rotary’s Alphabet Soup” 
to help new President Elects remember 
Rotary Acronyms. One new Acronym he 
added to the List was:

“BDEMPS” to help President Elects 
remember the 6 Areas of Focus:

B – Basic Education and Literacy
D – Disease Prevention and Treatment 
E – Economic and Community             
Development 
M –Maternal and Child Health
P – Peace and Conflict Prevention/
Resolution
S – Sanitation and Water

ROTARY DISTRICT 7620 Pre-PETS 1 Held October 22
Eric then facilitated a “Panel of Recent 
Past Presidents” from diverse clubs 
on  “Lessons Learned”. David 
Rodriguez from Columbia Town 
Center was the President of a small 
club with 20 members. Russell Lacey 
from the Metro Bethesda Club was 
President of a medium sized club of 
52 members and Mary Nagle, from 
the Carroll Creek Frederick Club was 
the President of a large club of 176 
members, all of whom  responded to 
questions from participants with 
suggestions and strategies to 
overcome challenges as well as 
encouragement and support. 
Following the Panel discussion, 
participants met with their Area 
Governors and began: 
“Planning their Year”. There was a lot 
of good discussion and participants 
had an opportunity to get to know 
their local colleagues better and work 
on shared goals. Greg introduced 
Governor Dr. Anna-Mae Kobbe who 
shared her vision for the District and 
thanked the participants for 
attending. Pre-PETS 1 concluded with 
a Q&A and a group picture and 
presidents-elect  feeling more 
knowledgeable about expectations 
and supported by their leadership 
and their peers.
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AREA GOVERNORS SUPPORT CLUBS
By Governor Anna-Mae Kobbe

Area Governors serve as a 
communication link between the 
District Governor and local clubs. They 
promote the goals and priorities of 
Rotary International and the District 
Governor. They are committed to 
helping club presidents and the clubs 
they lead to be successful. AG's hold 
Meetings with club Presidents,  
promote inner-club collaboration,     
and serve as a resource to clubs.

The following Rotarians are serving as 
Area Governor:

Mary Anne            
Rishebarger 
serves the 
Rotary clubs of 
Pikesville-Owings 
Mills, Catonsville, 
and Middle River. 

Mary Anne is a member of the 
Pikesville-Owings Mills club.

Charlie McCabe, 
a member of the 
Columbia-Patuxent 
club serves as AG 
for the Howard Seven. 
The Howard Seven, 
as they are commonly
called, includes 
Columbia, Columbia-Patuxent, 
Columbia Town Center, Elkridge, 
Ellicott City, Ellicott City Sunrise, and 
Howard West.

Former Mt. Airy 
club president, 
Tom Neff is the 
AG for Bonds 
Meadow, Mt. Airy, 
Sykesville, and 
Westminster in 
Carroll County

Mary Ford-Naill
of the Carroll Creek 
club is the AG for 
Carroll Creek, 
Frederick, 
Fredericktowne, 
and Southern 
Frederick County. She also supports the 
provisional Smoketown Rotary Club in 
Brunswick.

Barton Goldenberg, 
a member of the 
Metro Bethesda club, 
is the AG for North 
Bethesda, Metro-
Bethesda, Bethesda 
Chevy Chase, Silver 
Spring-Kensington, Potomac Bethesda, 
and Downtown Silver Spring.

The beltway clubs 
of College Park, 
Greenbelt, and 
Laurel are served 
by Alan Sherer, 
past-president 
of the College Park 
club.

The Rotary clubs 
of Glen Burnie, 
Lake Shore-Severna 
Park, BWI, Parole, 
and West Anne 
Arundel are served 
by AG Peter Grayson. 
Peter is a member of the West Anne 
Arundel club.

Jimmie Gorski, 
of the Upper 

Marlboro club 
works with 

Historic Prince 
George’s, Charles 

County La Plata, 
Upper Marlboro,

 and Waldorf. 
Due to the resignation of AG Bea 
Carson of the Annapolis club, Jimmie 
is covering the clubs of Annapolis, 
Annapolis Evening, Crofton, and 
Southern Anne Arundel County 
temporarily.

The Southern 
Maryland clubs 

of Charlotte 
Hall, Prince 

Frederick, 
Leonardtown, 
and Lexington 

Park are served
 by AG Dan Parker. Dan is a member 

of the Lexington Park club.

The state is divided into 14 areas; 
each served by an AG. An 
announcement of the 2016-2017 
appointment of Jim Gilchrist, Sheryl 
Davis Kohl, Jennifer Hara, and Ed 
Podowski as Area Governors was 
included in an earlier newsletter.

Rotarians who have completed a 
term as club president are eligible to 
serve as Area Governor. The term is 
typically for a minimum of three-
years. Members interested in being 
considered for Area Governor, 
should contact the Governor at 
amkobbe@aol.com for additional 
information or to express interest in 
serving.

mailto:amkobbe@aol.com
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District Governor Anna-Mae Kobbe
4312 Woodberry St.
University Park, MD  20782
Phone: 301-277-0414
Cell: 443-280-0311
email: amkobbe@aol.com

Rotary District Executive Secretary 
Sherry Whitworth 
4064 Lomar Drive, Mt.  Airy, MD 21771 
Phone: 240-205-9861
email: Rotary@district7620.org

FLOOD RELIEF UPDATE
By Paul Mahata, 7620 Disaster Relief Committee Chair

Ellicott City: The District Disaster Relief Committee and 
the Disaster Aid USA continue to work with the Howard 7 
clubs (especially RC of Ellicott City) to raise funds and to 
collect names of volunteers who would be willing to assist 
when called on. So far, donations toward flood relief 
efforts have come from: many clubs and individual 
Rotarians and their friends.  All individuals and clubs who 
would like to help are encouraged to send donations to: 
The Friends in Need Foundation, Address: Ellicott City Rotary 
Club, PO Box 64, Ellicott City, MD 21041-0064. Checks should 
be made payable to: The Friends in Need Foundation. 
Donations can also be made online through the website 
at www.ellicottcityrotary.com The Foundation is a 501-c-3 
type tax-exempt organization. 

North Carolina: Fundraising has started for NC state. 
More than 20 people lost lives due to flood caused by 
Hurricane Matthew. Several Thousands now have flooded 
homes. A plan is underway for volunteers to be deployed 
in NC for the coming weekends to do clean up and 
rebuilding of homes. For all donations and volunteer 
information for NC, contact: Bob Grill 
(Bob.Grill@DisasterAidUSA.com Tel: 410-956-7344). 
Donations (earmarked NC Floods) can be sent to: Disaster 
Aid USA, 9817 Lanham Severn Rd, Lanham, MD 20707.  For 
online donations, go to www.DisasterAidUSA.com . DAUSA 
is a 501-c-3 type tax-exempt organization.                   

West Virginia: We are wrapping up our flood relief work 
at WV state. Funds remaining will be used for buying 
home appliances for the families we helped clean-up their 
homes in the last two months. Thanks to the clubs and 
individual Rotarians of district 7620 for their generosity. 
Our district has been the leading Rotary organization in 
addressing the needs of disaster victims, nationally and 
internationally.

TIS THE SEASON FOR VEHICLE 
DONATIONS
Yes, fellow Rotarians, it’s that time of the year the highest 
number of vehicles are donated…end of the tax year. Let's 
remind each of our Club members, their families, friends 
and business associates, the good that comes from our 
Rotary-Melwood Car Donation program. Each month I will 
highlight a Club’s Community Service project impacted by 
the dollars received from a donated vehicle. My own Club, 
the Upper Marlboro Club, is proud to support its Brazil 
project enriching the lives of young men and women with 
disabilities—really just different abilities—as they plant 
seeds and grow endangered tree seedlings. It is a great 
project in partnership with the Rotary Club of 
Anhanguera, Goiania, Brazil. Remember, the Rotary-
Melwood fund raiser has a win-win-win three way impact. 
It benefits the District’s Polio Plus and Foundation Annual 
Fund contributions, the Club’s own Community projects, 
the Melwood training and employment services for 
individuals with developmental different abilities and its 
heartwarming outreach to Veterans with PTSD. As stated, 
donating is easy. Just call Melwood at 1-844-686-7620 for 
vehicle pickup and processing. Better yet, go on line at 
http://goo.gl/dL3Pji. Be sure to mention it’s a Rotary 
donation. Together We Can Do It… as we spread the good 
works of Rotary. 

Happy Holiday Season to all. 

Earl Copus, Jr. Upper Marlboro Rotarian, ecopus@live.com

Newsletter Editor Bob Nelson
22104 Goshen School Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20882-1404
Phone: 301-368-3542
email: BobNelson20854@yahoo.com
Please send articles and photos by November 24 

November is 
Foundation Month

“Rotary has not added to your possessions, but to acquire possessions is not 
the high purpose of life.  Aristotle said that the high purpose is to achieve 
happiness.  In that, we find rational grounds for our existence and suitable 
employment of our faculties.  To make this world a better place in which to 
live is a big job….and one of which we never need to be ashamed.”
                                                                                      Paul Harris, 1937 
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