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Celebrating Rotary
By Governor Anna-Mae Kobbe  

Celebrating Rotary, the theme of the 
District Conference is a great way to 
conclude this Rotary year. More than 200 of 
us celebrated the 100th Anniversary of The 
Rotary Foundation and the 30th 
anniversary of women in Rotary during the 
district conference in College Park. The 
conference speakers, Past District Governor 
and Rotary International President John 
Germ’s representative to the conference 
Wade Nomura, Susan Z-W, and Sylvia 
Whitlock were a highlight of the 
conference. Our year of Rotary Serving 
Humanity gave us much to celebrate.

I hope you achieved your personal goals as 
a Rotarian in this year of Rotary Serving 
Humanity. Maybe you brought in a new 
club member, or worked on a project that 
made a difference to someone in your 
community, or you shared your leadership 
skills by serving at the club or district level. 

You may have supported The Rotary 
Foundation with a special gift in this 
Centennial year. There are so many ways to 
serve through Rotary. It is through service 
that we become true Rotarians and really 
reap the most meaningful benefits of our 
membership.

I appreciate all that each member has done 
to further the Rotary mission, to work to 
eradicate Polio, to support the Foundation, 
to grow Rotary membership, and to build 
vibrant clubs. It has been my pleasure to 
serve with you this year.

There are so many to thank; the District 
Leadership Team, the Area Governors, 
committee chairs, and committee members 
deserve high praise. 
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It takes a large team to advance the work of 
Rotary each year. A person who deserves 
special recognition is our District Executive 
Secretary Sherry Whitworth. Sherry provides 
essential support to district and club leaders 
and to members. Sherry is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Mt. Airy as well and a busy 
wife and mother of two. Thanks to Sherry 
and her husband Brett (also a Rotarian) for 
all they do. You will find Brett as an unpaid 
willing helper at district conference and 
other Rotary functions throughout the year.

I must say a special “thank you” to Bob 
Nelson, Editor of this newsletter. Bob has 
done a wonderful job of producing the 
newsletter each month. He has been assisted 
by our District Public Relations Chair, Dawn 
Wittfelt whose expertise is greatly 
appreciated. In fact, Dawn is producing this 
edition of the newsletter.

And, a special thank you to my husband, 
Doug. Doug has been a wonderful support 
for me and a supporter of Rotary. We have 
enjoyed this journey together. As a Rotarian, 
he enjoyed your club meetings and the 
special events we have had the pleasure to 
attend as much as I did. Your welcome and 
hospitality have allowed us to experience the 
family-like culture of Rotary.

Our best wishes to Greg and Michelle Wims 
who will begin serving as Governor and First 
Lady of Rotary July 1. I know Greg will be a 
wonderful Governor sharing his talents and 
experiences of “Service Above Self”. I 
encourage you to register for the District 
Governor Installation Dinner being, held 
June 24, and join us as we install and 
congratulate Greg as Governor of District 
7620 2017-2018.

Yours in Serving Humanity,
Anna-Mae & Doug
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Upcoming
District
Events

June 10-14
RI Convention - Atlanta 
www.riconvention.org

June 24
DGE Greg Wims Installation 

[Above photo] DGE Greg 
Wims and wife Michelle 
Wims.
Installation is June 24th 
More information can be 
found on page 4

DISTRICT AWARDS CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to the following clubs for their 
award-winning year. These clubs were recognized at the District 

Conference for accomplishments in 
Club Service, Membership, and Public Relations activities.

CAPITAL HILL 

GLEN BURNIE    

LEXINGTON PARK 

FREDERICK

METRO BETHESDA

SOUTH ANNE ARUNDEL 

CARROLL CREEK

DUPONT CIRCLE 

BETHESDA CHEVY-CHASE 

LAKE SHORE –SEVERNA PARK 

BONDS MEADOW 

ANNAPOLIS

COLLEGE PARK

SYKESVILLE

UPPER MARLBORO 

WASHINGTON

SOUTHERN HARFORD 

GAITHERSBURG



by Navin Valliappan

We would like to invite area Rotarians 
and friends to the Opening Night of 
the 2017 RYLA North America 
Conference.

When: Saturday, June 17, 2017       
Time: 7:30pm
Where: Embassy of Mexico (Mexican 
Cultural Institute)
Address: 2829 16th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC
Tickets: $25.00 per person and can be 
purchased at 
https://2017openingceremoniesrylana.
eventbrite.com/
Metro: Columbia Heights (Green Line).

Join Rotary youth delegates from over 
40 countries and territories from 
around the world during the Opening 
night of the 2017 RYLA North America 
Conference. The evening will include 
dinner and entertainment with a roll 
call of all countries and territories. 

We hope you can join us for the 
Opening Ceremonies and meet the 
Rotary youth leaders from around the 
world in Washington, DC.

Navin Valliappan, RYLA North America 
http://www.rylanad7620.com/     
202-486-2767

About RYLA North America Conference

RYLA North America Conference, 
hosted by Rotary District 7620, is an 
intense leadership-training program 
that is designed to recognize, 
encourage, and further develop the 
leadership skills of 18-30 year olds who 
have shown a potential for rendering 
important service to their local 
communities. 

RYLA North America Conference is a 
combination of International RYLA, 
Rotaract Pre-Convention, USCC (United 
States-Canada-Caribbean Rotaract 
Conference) and District 7620 RYLA 
Program.

All Rotaractors, Rotary International 
Program Alumni (RYLA, Youth 
Exchange, Interact, Ambassadorial 
Scholars, Group Study Exchange team 
members, Rotary Peace Fellows), and 
successful applicants such as young 
professionals and university students 
between the ages of 18-30 can 
participate in this conference following 
the application process.

The Inaugural RYLA North America 
Conference was hosted in Washington, 
DC, USA from July 1, 2009 to July 5, 
2009.

MEMBERSHIP TOOLBOX

By Ronnie Teitler Davis, District 7620 
Membership Chair

During the District Conference, one of the 
breakout sessions was about 
membership and engagement of our 
Rotary clubs.  A  lot   of information 
was shared and great discussions ensued. 
Here are a few of the ideas your fellow 
Rotarians shared for keeping your club 
fresh:

 drop - singing songs
 drop - pledge and prayer
 add - service projects instead of a  

  meeting 
 change up the times and location of the 

  meeting 
 Use Periscope or Facebook Live (apps)    

  during a meeting for those who cannot 
  attend but want to feel like they are in the 
  loop

 Include different types of membership: 
  Corporate, partner, Rule of 35, Rule of 45, 
  Rule of 85 (contact Ronnie for more 
  information)

 Weekend happy hour. The club supplies 
 a babysitter for members with young            
children

 A family picnic so all may be involved    
           -a great time of year for this idea!

These are just a few suggestions.  Ask 
your members, have a discussion, change 
it up!      It is a perfect time of year to try 
something new.
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RYLA NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE

(Photo above) DG Anna-Mae with  
Sylvia Whitlock, and DGE Gregory Wims. 
Sylvia was the first female Rotarian and 
first female club president in 1987.
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By Mary Felter

Annapolis Rotary Club presents Gala 
Proceeds to Samaritan House 
Annapolis, MD (May 3, 2017) Rotarian 
Pamela Urnowey, chairman of the Black 
Tie and Diamonds Gala, presents a 
$55,000 check to Samaritan House 
representatives, from left, Kirk Noonan, 
Mike Goldfaden and Gene Deems, 
during a recent luncheon meeting of the 
Annapolis Rotary Club. The proceeds will 
help the alcohol and drug rehabilitation 
facility increase its ability to assist those 
affected by addictions. For information 
on its services, visit 
www.samaritanhouseannapolis.org. Visit 
www.annapolisrotary.org for 
information on the club.

by Tricia Baldwin
“A special guest in honor of Memorial 
Weekend visited the Rotary Club of West 
Anne Arundel Co. Bert Rice is a veteran 
who served 2 tours in Vietnam. Along 
with some history of Memorial Day, we 
were honored that he shared  with us, 
stories of the friends he lost during his 
tours in Vietnam. Keeping their memory 
alive is what Memorial Day is all about; 
recognizing those that sacrificed their 
lives for our country. The club presented 
Bert with a commemorative Rotary coin.” 

MELWOOD UPDATE
By Earl Copus
Attendance at this year’s District Annual 
Conference reinforced my appreciation for 
the many Clubs local and international 
projects. No one could miss the Rotary Club 
of Prince George’s County “Disaster Aid 
erected Family Tent and Water Filter 
display.” It is a project that has both a USA 
and International impact by providing 
essential emergency shelter, supplies and 
Volunteer assistance. Last year’s help 
included deploying supplies and 
volunteers to work in the “Rebuilding 
Program in West Virginia.” Then there was 
the Ellicott City Rotary Club “Help us Build a 
Medical Clinic in rural Haiti. Their goal is to 
obtain pledges totaling $12,000 from Clubs 
and Rotarians with matching monies from 
District and RI supporting the $99,000 
project. Construction to be completed by 
local laborers with support of Ellicott City 
Rotarians with management and 
construction experience. We surely all as 
Rotarians feel pride not only in our own 
Club’s good works but that of fellow Clubs. 
We know most projects demand not only 
our personal volunteer efforts and time but 
dollars as well. The District’s Donated 
Vehicle Program is an easy and productive 
way to earn needed funds. By encouraging 
and reminding each Club Rotarian, their 
family members, and business associates to 
pass along the no longer needed, or to be 
traded in car, truck or motorcycle, to the 
District Donated Vehicle Program. 
Remember it’s so easy to make the 
donation. Call Melwood at 1-844-686-7620, 
or go on line at http://goo.gl/dL3Pji. I 
should mention in honor of Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder Awareness Month this June, 
Melwood is educating the community on 
its programs for Veterans with PTSD. 
Rotarians interested in learning more 
about the Melwood services can visit 
www.melwood.org/veterans-services. Yes, 
great community helping hands like the 
Disaster Aid, the Medical Center and 
Melwood’s serving Veterans depend on 
financial assistance such as the Donated 
Vehicle District-Melwood program. Keep 
those no longer needed vehicles coming. 
Spread the word how each vehicle does so 
much good here at home and abroad. 

ANNAPOLIS ROTARY 
CLUB - BLACK TIE & 

DIAMONDS DONATION

WEST A.A. COUNTY 
ROTARY HOSTS 
SPECIAL GUEST

(Photo below) West Anne Arundel Rotary 
Bert Rice and club President Tricia Baldwin 

(Photo below) DG Anna-Mae and AG Mary 
Ford-Naill and their spouses Doug and Gary 

attend the Carroll Creek Rotary 
Foundation Centennial and Community 
Paul Harris Awards Dinner May 17.  The 
club recognized three community leaders 

with Paul Harris Fellow recognitions.

(Photo below) showsThe Rotary Foundation 
being recognized as the foundation of the year 
by the group listed.  Ronnie Mills, a fundraising 
professional and a member of the Rotary Club 
of College Park was in attendance at the 
conference where the foundation was honored

TRF Named Foundation of the Year

DG Anna-Mae and Doug attend
Carroll Creek Foundation 
Centennial Dinner
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by Joanne McCoy, Rotary Club of 
Frederick

The 200+ members of the Rotary Club 
of Frederick (Club No. 5871, District 
7620) come from varied backgrounds 
and industries, but we all have one 
thing in common: a deep love for our 
hometown, and a commitment to 
serve its most vulnerable citizens. 
While we are proud of our city with its 
beautiful parks, gracious 
neighborhoods, and thriving 
downtown area, we are always aware 
of our many neighbors in need. That’s 
why, for nearly 100 years, the Rotary 
Club of Frederick (RCF) has sponsored 
community projects that support our 
youth, seniors, the disabled, and 
others at risk for hunger and 
homelessness.

One such project is Rebuilding 
Together, a longtime club effort that 
happens every year, rain or shine, on 
the last Saturday in April. For many 
years, our club has worked to improve 
the homes and lives of low-income 
homeowners in Frederick County by 
providing free repair services and 
critical home improvements. Working 
with the national organization, initially 
called Christmas in April and later 
reorganized as Rebuilding Together, 
we have connected with a 
homeowner in need of assistance. 
According to RCF club member Mark 
Lancaster, who has chaired this effort 
for us for the past four years, these 
homeowners have exhausted all other 
means of completing the critical 
maintenance and improvement work 
necessary for them to remain in their 
homes.

This year’s effort, however, was 
different from previous efforts for 
several reasons. While it has been very 
satisfying for the club to work with 
individuals and families in the past,  
this year the Rebuilding Together

team identified a different sort of 
project—the Alan P. Linton, Jr. 
Emergency Shelter. With 80 beds 
available year-round for homeless 
individuals and families, this much-
needed facility is the largest shelter in 
Frederick County; this presented an 
opportunity for the club’s Rebuilding 
Together project to have a wide-
reaching impact within our 
community. When we discovered that 
the shelter was in need of repair, RCF 
was honored to be able to assist. Not 
only do our members believe in the 
good work the shelter does, but we 
also have a powerful and enduring 
connection with the shelter and the 
man whose name it bears.
Alan P. Linton, Jr. was the oldest son 
of our longtime club member Alan P. 
“Pat” Linton, Sr. Alan, Jr. graduated 
from Frederick High School, where he 
played football and wrestled, earning 
himself the name “Iron Man” from his 
friends in honor of his hero, Cal 
Ripken. After earning a dual degree in 
Business and Economics from 
Carnegie Mellon University, Alan 
eventually accepted a job in New York 
City as an Associate Director with 
Sandler O’Neill Partners, an 
investment banking firm specializing 
in the financial services sector.
On Tuesday morning, September 11, 
2001, Alan was at his desk on the 
104th floor of the World Trade 
Center’s South Tower. At 9:03 A.M. 
EST, Flight 175 hit the South Tower. 
Alan and nearly 3,000 of others died in 
the terrorist attack. Alan Linton was 26 
years old.

 In 2002, Pat and Sharon Linton 
helped create the Alan P. Linton, Jr. 
Emergency Shelter in their son’s 
memory. Managed by the Religious 
Coalition, the shelter has provided a 
refuge for countless people in need of 
several nights’ refuge for the past 15 
years—a fitting to tribute to a young

   man whose ultimate goal was to 
become a philanthropist. A deeply 
religious man, Alan frequently 
wondered aloud to friends and family 
“what’s the point of accumulating 
great wealth if you don’t give it away?”

When our club’s Rebuilding Together 
chairman Mark Lancaster was made 
aware of the shelter’s needed repairs, 
the direction for our 2017 project 
became clear. Late in April, a total of 
50 Rotarians and volunteers came 
together under Mark Lancaster, a 
professional homebuilder, to perform 
the repairs

and make the improvements. Our 
volunteers removed old wooden 
railings and replaced them with new 
steel railings, removed old fencing in 
front of the facility, landscaped the 
grounds, and installed new concrete 
steps and a concrete pad for a new 
storage building. Vendors donated all 
of the materials for the project, 
including new steel railings valued at 
$15,000.

“Our involvement with the Alan P. 
Linton, Jr. Emergency Shelter saved 
the Religious Coalition about 
$33,000,” said Lancaster. “This is 
money that can now be applied to the 
operations of the shelter, which costs 
more than $800 per day to run. It also 
brought new life and pride not only to 
the people the shelter serves but also 
to the staff and all the volunteers who 
were associated with this great cause.”

Chartered in 1920, the Rotary Club of 
Frederick is the oldest of four Rotary 
clubs in Frederick County. Rebuilding 
Together is a national organization 
that helps homeowners across the 
country by improving the safety and 
health of their homes. To learn more, 
contact info@rebuildingtogether.org.

FREDERICK  CLUB'S REBUILDING TOGETHER PROJECT



By Carol Ann McCurdy

The Rotary Club of Glen Burnie is excited 
about our Digital Classroom Project and 
the way that it is spreading throughout 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools with 
the support, collaboration, and 
leadership from Rotary Clubs throughout 
the county and other organizations such 
as the Helping Teachers Teach 
Foundation and the Defense Information 
Systems Agency.            

Digital Classroom:The original Digital 
Classroom project, which continues 
today, provides tablets and charging 
carts to schools so that students have 
increased accessed to hand-held 
technology in their classes.  This service 
project has been created in conjunction 
with the school system to maximize the 
effect of the contribution.  The 
technology purchased (currently Google 
Chromebooks) are purchased through 
the Anne Arundel County Public Schools 
purchasing agreement, with no tax, no 
shipping, and no maintenance/warranty 
fees.  The technology is delivered directly 
to the receiving school and are set-up by 
the AACPS Technology department, 
making it a “turnkey” project for donors.  
Upon receipt of the technology, the 
school system sets up a date to “present” 
the Digital Classroom to the school 
during one of the classes.  Rotarians are 
invited to the school to hand-deliver the 
tablets to students and welcome to stay 
to observe the students using the new 
technology during a lesson. Photos are 
taken, signage is provided, and – 
occasionally – we get video coverage of 
presentation.  

The Digital Classroom project expanded 

in 2017 to support students who are 
suffering from serious illnesses or injuries 
that prevent them from attending 
classes.  These students are generally 
assigned a Home & Hospital Teacher who 
provides instruction to them and works 
with the classroom teachers to ensure 
that the students are not “falling behind” 
in their studies.  However, this is not ideal 
for many students & their families, since 
the students on Home & Hospital 
Teaching do not have the ability to 
interact with their classmates, teachers, 
and others in the community. 

The Digital Classroom 2.0:  This project 
provides a robot to a student who is 
expected to be out of school for at least 2 
months.  This donation allows the 
student to attend classes, travel through 
the hallways, sit at the lunch table with 
his/her friends, participate in group 
assignments, and ask questions to 
teachers in real-time.  The additional 
benefits to the student, family, and 
school community are immeasurable. 
If an organization or business donates the 
funds for the robot, there is an 
opportunity to “dress” the robot in a t-
shirt and stickers to show the support for 
this project.  Once a student no longer 
needs the robot, it will be assigned to 
another student on a waiting list.  At any 
given time in Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools, there are 80-100 students 
who are receiving Home & Hospital 
Teaching services and many of these 
students would benefit from the use of a 
robot. 

For additional information contact: 
cmccurdy@aacps.org

GLEN BURNIE'S DIGITAL CLASSROOM 
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[Above ] The Digital Classroom project 
robot visited the District Conference on May 
6th. The robot provides an innovative and 
fun way to help children learn in a 
compromised situation. 
Lakeshore-Severna Park President Elect, 
Michael Naghdi poses for a quick shot with 
the robot.

Youtube Video Links:

Presentation at Oakwood & Quarterfield 
Elementary Schools- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tBpX7a9pCNU

Rotary/Helping Teachers Teach 
Presentation at Point Pleasant Elementary - 
https://youtu.be/03yIcSZDUNI

Can you name these handsome men?
One recently visited District 7600 in 
Newport News, VA for their 
Foundation dinner & gala.
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Presented to 
Smoketown 
Rotary Club

By Richard Foote

YMCA REACH & RISE MENTORING 
PROGRAM SUBJECT OF ROTARY CLUB 
MEETING

Youth leadership executives from  
the YMCA of Frederick County   
addressed the Smoketown         
Rotary Club of Brunswick last       
week on the Y's new "Reach &        
Rise" mentoring program for             
at-risk youth, which the Y is 
establishing in Brunswick.  The 
nationally-recognized YMCA 
program trains  adult volunteers to 
assume para-professional roles to 
develop safe, healthy, and 
meaningful relationships with youth 
ages 6-17.  The trained adult mentors 
are matched with youth to help them 
succeed in life through one-to-one 
mentoring relationships and 
therapeutic activities.  

 Pictured are (L-R):  YMCA Youth 
Development Program Director Ryan 
Murphy, YMCA Youth and Teen 
Coordinator Julie Marker, Smoketown 
Rotary Club President-elect Judy 
Couillard, and Smoketown Rotary 
Club President Reverend Linda 
Fernandez. 

For information on the Y's Reach & 
Rise mentoring program, including 
the application process, screening, 

training, and on-going clinical 
support   for mentors, individuals may 

contact Julie Marker at the YMCA of 
Frederick County - 301-663-5131 

Extension 1227.

ELITE MISS DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA

By Amanda Silva

Since the age of seventeen, 
Amanda has followed this mission 
to approach her surroundings with 
an open mind, diversify her 
relationships through inclusiveness, 
and transform herself through her 
experiences to make a difference in 
the world by touching the hearts 
and minds of the people in it. 
Amanda graduated from American 
University with a bachelor’s in 
Studio Art: Multimedia and 
International Development. She has 
lived and worked in Sri Lanka, 
Australia, and then proudly served 
her country as a United States 
Peace Corps Volunteer in Indonesia. 
Upon her return to the states, she 
immersed herself into DC through 
community service and leadership 
in local groups and causes. Amanda 
currently works in development 
and partnerships in the nonprofit 
sector.

When serving in the Peace Corps, 
Amanda created a “bucket list”. One 
of her personal goals was to push 
herself out of her comfort zone and 
participate in a pageant. Having 
researched various pageant 
systems, she found that the Miss 
Earth system was closely aligned 
with her own values. Three years in 
the making, she finally joined a 
regional pageant and won the title 
of Elite Miss District of Columbia   
for 2017. As a leader in several 
community based organizations 
such as Rotaract Club of 
Washington, DC; Delta Phi Epsilon 
Society for Business and Foreign 
Affairs; Holy Name of Jesus Catholic 
Church and others – Amanda looks 
forward to utilizing her skills and 
networks to advocate on behalf of 
issues that affect the greater 
Washington metro area.

YMCA REACH & RISE PROGRAM

(Photo below)
Amanda Silva, 

Elite Miss 
District of 
Columbia

FUN AT THE DISTRICT CONFERENCE
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District Governor Anna-Mae Kobbe
4312 Woodberry St.
University Park, MD  20782
Phone: 301-277-0414
Cell: 443-280-0311
email: amkobbe@aol.com

Rotary District Executive Secretary 
Sherry Whitworth 
4064 Lomar Drive, Mt.  Airy, MD 
21771 
Phone: 240-205-9861
email: Rotary@district7620.org

DGE Greg Wims Installation Ceremony - June 24, 2017

HAPPY 99th 
BIRTHDAY 

NATE NILES!!
(Pictured above) left, Dick Sweeney, who is working on 30 years of 
membership, and, right, Nate Niles, who was recognized at the District 
Conference for 53 years membership, and recently celebrated his 99th 
birthday!

Nate Niles expressed his thanks for his service award. In his words 
“Thank you, thank you, thank you for the wonderful surprise at 
yesterday's Rotary meeting when I was awarded a 'ROTARY DISTRICT 
7620 SERVICE AWARD' for achieving a membership milestone of 53 
years of service to our community. It was awarded  by Dr. Anna-Mae 
Kobbe, District Governor, 2016-2017 D7620 of Rotary International.”

Newsletter Editor Bob Nelson
22104 Goshen School Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20882-1404
Phone: 301-368-3542
email: BobNelson20854@yahoo.com
Please send articles and photos by 24 June 
for publication in the July newsletter

June is Rotary Fellowships 
Month and the 100th Anniversary 

of the Rotary Foundation

Manor Country Club 
14901 Carrolton Rd 
Rockville, MD 20853

Register on District Website
no walk-ins accepted

6 pm reception, 7 pm dinner




