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GREG WIMS INSTALLED AS 2017-18 DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Introduction of Governor Greg Wims 
by PDG Peter Kyle on June 24, 2017:

Ladies and Gentlemen, Greg has 
personally touched tens of thousands of 
lives and raised millions of dollars through 
his tireless and effective efforts. Action 
and results have defined his life. Our 
community, our region and, indeed, the 
world are much better 
in many ways because 
of his work.

It is my distinct 
honor and privilege 
to have been invited 
to introduce Greg 
Wims to you and to 
induct him as our next 
District Governor.

Greg is well-known 
to most of us.  He is the 
quintessential champion 
of worthy causes, 
creating financial and 
networking opportunities 
for issues that he 
supports and personally 
volunteering countless 
hours often for the simple 
tasks that other executives 
of his caliber seldom 
commit to. 

He began his volunteer career in 1969, 
when he was elected Vice President of the 
State of Maryland Youth Commission.  The 
next year as President of that organization 
he played a pivotal role in lowering the 
voting age from 21 to 18.  In the 1970s, 
he served as the youngest person ever 
appointed by the County Executive as 
Commissioner of the Montgomery County 
Maryland Human Rights Commission. 
In this role, he worked with community 
officials to hire the first African American 
to its police department.

From 1974 to 1976, he was the first male 
Head Start teacher in Montgomery 
County.  In the 1980s he led the Social 
Concern Committee at the Goshen United 
Methodist Church and set up a prison 
ministry program.  He also founded United 
Brothers, Inc; organized the first “gun turn-
in” program in Montgomery County, and 

chaired the “Get Out to 
Vote” campaign.

In the early 1990s, 
Greg served as the 
membership chair for 
the NAACP recruiting 
more than 1000 new 
members.  In 1994, he 
was elected president of 
the Montgomery County 
Chapter of the NAACP 
and one year later he 

was voted President of the 
NAACP’s Maryland State 
Chapter.  As a result of his 
success, Greg was appointed 

by President Bush as a political 
appointee at the Small 
Business Administration and 
Board Member of the Kennedy 
Center for Performing Arts 
where he personally initiated 
and chaired an initiative that 

raised $10,000 for the Kennedy Center.

Greg has held numerous appointments on 
the local state and national level including 
as a member of the Board of Directors of 
the University of Maryland Dental School 
and the Children’s Charities of Washington, 
DC with dozens of positions in between.  
His myriad of causes reflects his core value 
system – giving to those in need.

In 1996, in response to the senseless killing 
of three Washington, DC area women 
he founded and became the volunteer 
president of the Victim Rights Foundation, 
      (continued on page 2)
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    [Above] Governor Greg Wims, wife 
Michelle, daughter Rachel and son Marco.  

[Below] Immediate Past Governor 
Anna-Mae Kobbe pins the new Governor.
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Upcoming
District
Events
August 5
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Mini RLI Rockville

September 16
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Bowie

October 12-15
Zones 33-34 Institute

November 18
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Frederick

April 27, 2018
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - La Plata

May 4-5, 2018
District Conference

June 23-27, 2018
Rotary International 
Convention, Toronto, Canada

GOVERNOR GREG WIMS
(continued from page 1) 

which raises funds to assist victims 
of crimes, their families and their 
communities.  Working with law 
enforcement, the VRF also provides 
reward money for the apprehension of 
criminals.  Through his work with the VRF 
Greg has helped comfort victim’s families 
following a number of tragic crimes.  
Greg was also instrumental in forming 
and supporting the Sniper Victim’s Fund 
in response to the 2002 sniper attacks in 
the Washington, DC metropolitan area. 

Working closely with the families of these 
victims Greg spearheaded fundraising 
that garnered $500,000 to distribute 
among the families and acted as a victim 
advocate in the 2-month murder trial that 
followed.  The Victim Rights Foundation 
has since expanded to include activities 
and financial support for victims in nearly 
every continent of the globe.  Greg 
chose this area of victim’s rights for his 
efforts because of the needed aspect 
of protecting human dignity that is so 

paramount in the United States role 
within global affairs.

Greg has received Hall of Fame 
awards from the Montgomery County 
Government, been declared leader of 
the year by Leadership Montgomery 
and profiled in the Hall of Fame of the 
prestigious History Makers initiative 
which is the largest single collection of 
prominent African American individuals 
in the world.  He has quietly supported 
and mentored many young people 
whose positive contributions to society 
have yet to be seen but is inevitable.

Greg comes from very humble 

beginnings.  His father left school after 
the 3rd Grade and his mother worked 
as a day worker cleaning houses.  But 
they instilled him a strong faith in God 
and a commitment to work hard and to 
serve his fellow man. Greg has been a Lay 
Leader in the Goshen Methodist Church 
for as long as he can remember. This 
125-year old church was largely built by 
his grandfather.  We are also incredibly 
fortunate that, some 16 years ago, Greg 
joined the Bethesda Chevy Chase Rotary 

    [Above Photos Left to Right] International President Elect Riseley, DGN Barton Goldenberg, and Governor Greg Wims at the 
RYLA North America Conference in Washington;  Governor Greg Wims and his family; Immediate Past District Governor Anna-
Mae Kobbe and her husband Doug Newell.  [Photo Below] The Manor Country Club ballroom was filled for the installation of 

Governor Greg Wims.]
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Club.  He has served as President and 
in numerous other capacities within 
the club.  He also served as an Area 
Governor for three years.  Perhaps 
his most significant recent Rotary 
achievement has been his work in 
forming the Downtown Silver Spring 
Rotary Club two years ago.

Ladies and Gentlemen, this has been 
a long introduction but I wanted you 
to be aware of what a remarkable 
individual you have selected to lead 
our District for the 2017/18 Rotary 
year.  Greg Wims has personally 
touched tens of thousands of lives and 
raised millions of dollars through his 
tireless and effective efforts.  Action 
and results have defined his life.  Our 
community, our region and, indeed, 
the world are much better in many 
ways because of his work.  I cannot 
think of any other individual who 
better exemplifies the Rotary motto of 
Service Above Self.  And throughout 
his years of service he has been very 
ably supported by his wife Michelle 
and his daughter Rachel and his two 
sons Marco and Reynado (who was 
not able to be with us this evening).

MEMBERSHIP 
TOOLBOX
By Ronnie Teitler Davis, District 7620 
Membership and Engagement Chair

Happy summer everyone! 

Happy New Year!  As presidents 
embark on their new year as club 
leaders, take time to think about 

membership and engagement!  If 
you haven’t completed your goals 
and a plan to achieve them including 
specific events and benchmarks -  do it 
now.  It is easier to plan the year when 
you have your goals  and activities in 
mind. 

Some ideas:

•  Find the connectors/movers and 
shakers in your club. Who do they 
know who would like to become a 
Rotarian or as one of my members put 
it, “The do good doers of the world.”

•  If finances seem to be an issue, 
unbundle your dues.  Make it pay-
as-you go meals. Sometimes the 
meals are the hindrance to building 
a membership.  Think outside the 
box.  What makes it special to be a 
Rotarian? Brainstorm a list for people 
to use when speaking to friends and 
family.  

•  Remember to ask your club how to 
grow! 

DISTRICT WELL-
REPRESENTED AT RI 
CONVENTION
By PDG Anna-Mae Kobbe

More than 180 Rotarians and 
guests attended the 2017 Rotary 
International Convention held in 
Atlanta, Georgia June 10-14 to 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of The 
Rotary Foundation.  For many, it was 

their first international convention.

Bill Gates, Co-Chair of the Gates 
Foundation; James Quincey, President 
and COO of The Coca-Cola Company; 
Jack Nicklaus, Golf Icon and Polio 
Ambassador, former Ambassador 
Andrew Young; and Ashton Kutcher, 
Actor and Co-Founder of Thorn, 
a foundation to combat human 
trafficking were among the keynote 
speakers.  Rotary President John 
Germ, 2017-2018 President Ian Riseley, 
and RI President-Elect Sam Owori 
addressed the 40,000 attendees.

Attendees learned that another 
1.5 billion dollars will be needed to 
completely eradicate Polio.  During 
the convention, pledges of 1.2 billion 
dollars were announced by global 
health leaders from throughout 
the Rotary world and partner 
organizations.  Rotary President John 
Germ announced that Rotary will raise 
$50 million a year over the next three 
years which will be matched two-to-
one by the Gates Foundation as part 
of the 1.2 billion pledged.

Some district members took part in 
pre-convention sessions on Rotaract, 
Youth Exchange, or Peace Building.  
General sessions, breakouts, the 
House of Friendship, and special Host 
Committee events were popular with 
convention goers.  And, there was 
plenty of Rotary fellowship.  More 
than 60 district Rotarians gathered at 
The Hard Rock Café on Monday, June 
12 for a happy hour and socializing.

  More than 180 
Rotarians and 

guests attended 
the 2017 Rotary 

International 
Convention 

held in Atlanta, 
Georgia, 

June 10-14 
to celebrate 

the 100th 
Anniversary 

of The Rotary 
Foundation. 
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By Mary P. Felter

Calling all Rotarians - Join us for #1 
male steamed blue crabs, corn on the 
cob, beer, watermelon, baked goods, 
and other goodies at the 72nd World’s 
Largest Crab Feast hosted by the Rotary 
Club of Annapolis.  The time is from 5 to 
8 p.m. Aug. 4, a Friday evening, at the 
Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium 
in Annapolis.  We expect 2,500 to 3,000 
people – a bit fewer than attended the 
Atlanta Convention!   There’s lots of room 
under cover at paper-covered tables with 
crab mallets available to get cracking. 
Tickets are on sale now at $65 in advance 
with the kiddies from 3-12 admitted at 
$25 each.  Get tickets now for $10 less 
for adults than gate prices by visiting 
www.annapolisrotary.org.  Net proceeds 
benefit community nonprofits – since 
we started the crab feast we have given 
away more than $1.5 million to local 
groups.

ROTARY LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE COMING TO 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
By Ken Montville, President, College Park 
Rotary Club   

The Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) is 
coming to Montgomery College to offer 
Part 1 of a three-part Institute.

If you’ve ever been interested in the 
nuts and bolts of Rotary combined with 
the chance to share ideas with other 
Rotarians from nearby Clubs, this is your 
chance.  It doesn’t matter is you’ve been 
in Rotary one month or twenty years, 
there is always a great opportunity to 
learn from an interesting curriculum 
and from other Rotarians about what is 
working well in different Clubs.

It’s easy to sign up.  Just go to http://
www.rli33.org/ and click on Event 

Registration then scroll down to 
Rockville, MD and click on Register.

Part 1 of the Rotary Leadership Institute 
will be held on Saturday, August 5th 
at Montgomery College, 51 Mannekee 
Street, Rockville, MD 20850.  Registration 
starts at 8:30 (with some goodies and 
coffee) and goes until about 4:30pm. 
Lunch and break munchies are included.

SMOKETOWN ROTARY 
CLUB UPDATE
By Richard Foot 

The provisional Smoketown Rotary  Club 
of Brunswick, MD is changing its meeting 
times.  Beginning in July, the new times 
are First and Third Fridays at Noon.  The 
club will continue to meet at Steadman-
Keenan American Legion Post 96 on 
18 South Maple Avenue in downtown 
Brunswick. Lunch will be available for 
purchase from the American Legion 
kitchen for $10.  

After 15 months as a provisional club 
with membership recruitment stalled at 
10, the club is changing its meeting time 
after evaluating community feedback.  
The viewpoint from many community 
business leaders and clergy is that 
the more family-friendly noon Friday 
meeting will attract more prospective 
new members than will Wednesday 
evening meetings.   

The monthly officers’ administrative 
meeting will continue to be held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 
11:00 am.  The club has now filled a full 
slate of officers: president, president-
elect, vice president, treasurer, secretary, 
and sergeant-at-arms.  Most officers have 
participated in district training, engaged 
in monthly networking opportunities 
with fellow officers in district clubs, and 
are attending other club meetings to 
assimilate Rotary best practice. 

72ND WORLD’S LARGEST CRAB FEAST ON AUGUST 4

[Above Photos]   The flooding of March 
27, 2017, in northern Peru destroyed 
the homes, fields and livestock of many 
families living in the shantytown of Nuevo 
Catacaos, which is located not far from the 
city of Piura, Peru.  The Rotary Club of Piura 
reached out to the Potomac-Bethesda 
Rotary Club for possible assistance to 
benefit a small fraction of the perhaps 
10,000+ people affected by the flooding 
in Nuevo Catacaos.  The assistance 
consisted of purchassing and distributing 
to dislocated families 120 mattresses, 120 
blankets and 60 personal hygience kits.  
The distribution took place on June 11, 
2017.
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By Paul Mahata, Chair, District 7620 
Disaster Relief Committee & DAUSA 
Ambassador

Disaster Aid USA (DAUSA), a Rotary 
Club managed project within District 
7620, got a significant boost nationally 
and internationally at the recent 
Rotary International Convention, held 
in Atlanta from June 10 to 14.  About 
a dozen volunteers from MD, WV, 
LA, TX, and CA were very busy at the 
DAUSA booth for all four days (9 AM 
to 6 PM), explaining the emergency 
equipment inside the DAUSA Trailer 
and various water systems used in 
natural disasters such as Floods, 
Hurricanes, and Tornados within the 
United States.  Thousands of Rotarians 
from all over the world visited our 
booth and showed a strong interest 
in how we had deployed at dozen 
disasters including West Virginia 
Floods; Louisiana Floods, and Moore 
(Oklahoma) Tornados.  Alongside 
DAUSA, our international partner 
organizations, including Disaster Aid 
of Australia, UK/Ireland, Malaysia, 
Brazil, and Uruguay, also explained the 
international relief operations done in 
Nepal, Haiti, South Sudan, Philippines, 
and Vanuatu.  Our international 
partners spoke multiple languages, 
including Spanish, Portuguese, 
Malaysian, and Slovak.  This attracted 
many Rotarians who spoke these 
languages.  The DAUSA booth was 
definitely one of the best in the entire 
Exhibit Hall, and the DAUSA Trailer was 
a great attraction.  See picture below.

The Hurricane and Tornado season 
is upon us; and we will be called 
again to deploy.  Our volunteers 
are trained (as domestic DART or 
Disaster Aid Response Team) to work 
side by side with other NGOs and 
agencies from federal, state and local 
government.   Our goal is to raise 
$100,000 for domestic disasters in 

2017-2018 season.  We need your help 
in reaching this goal.  For all donations 
and volunteer information, contact:  
Bob Grill, Chairman & President, 
DAUSA (Bob.Grill@DisasterAidUSA.
com  Tel: 410-956-7344).  Tax-
deductible donations (earmarked 
for domestic disaster) can be sent to: 
Disaster Aid USA, 9817 Lanham Severn 
Rd, Lanham, MD 20707.  For online 
donations, go to www.DisasterAidUSA.
com.

PRINCE FREDERICK’S 
FOOD TRAILER 
OPERATIONS ENDS
By Rich Fleming

The Rotary Club of Prince Frederick 
has retired its food trailer which 
has been a fixture at civic events 
throughout Calvert County for many 
years. The current version of the Rotary 
food trailer has been in use nearly 
twenty years, and was at least the third 
iteration over the past forty years the 
club has provided food at local events.

“We have used the trailer to raise 

money for local scholarship support,” 
commented Rich Fleming, Rotary Club 
President.  “We have estimated that 
over those forty years, our club gave 
over $150,000 in scholarship support 
to over 100 Calvert County Public 
Schools high school seniors,” Fleming 
added.

As the Rotary Club transitions to other 
fund-raising activities, Fleming wanted 
to thank the many event venues, the 
thousands of customers, and the many 
Rotary volunteers who supported 
this endeavor.  Fleming mentioned 
that the Rotary trailer has been a 
fixture at the Calvert County Fair, 
Annmarie Gardens (several events), 
Celtic Festival, Children’s Day on the 
Farm, and PRAD, among other venues. 
“Without the support of these events, 
said Fleming, “the Rotary scholarships 
would have been impossible.”

POTOMAC-
BETHESDA AIDS 
PERU FLOOD 
VICTIMS 
By Caesar Kavadoy

The flooding of March 27, 2017, in 
northern Peru destroyed the homes, 
fields and livestock of many families 
living in the shantytown of Nuevo 
Catacaos, which is located not far from 
the city of Piura, Peru.  The Rotary Club 
of Piura reached out to the Potomac-
Bethesda Rotary Club for possible 
assistance to benefit a small fraction 
of the perhaps 10,000+ people 
affected by the flooding in Nuevo 
Catacaos.  The assistance consisted 
of purchassing and distributing to 
dislocated families 120 mattresses, 120 
blankets and 60 personal hygience 
kits.  The distribution took place on 
June 11, 2017.

“

DISASTER AID USA GOT A BOOST AT ATLANTA RI CONVENTION



31 TO 975…AN INSPIRATION 
By Earl Copus

Meeting with Melwood new Donated 
Vehicle Director, Jarvis Grigsby, I was 
inspired by seeing the results of other 
organizations Melwood provides 
donated vehicle management services.  
One organization joined the Melwood 
partnership in 2008 seeing 31 vehicles 
donated its first year.  Over the next eight 
years, a steady year-by-year, increase 
totaled 975 donations in 2016.  Yes, this is 
a national organization with chapters in 
all USA States, and we, a Rotary District, 
have much lower demographics to 
draw from.  However, the conditions 
that produce vehicle donations are the 
same.  A significant number of donors are 
repeat donors.  As the program becomes 
a “moment of the mind” donating to 
Rotary becomes first choice.  Having 
Rotarians educating-reminding Rotary 
family-friends-business associates builds 
that base of repeat and new donors. 
Take advantage of all marketing avenues 
like newsletters and word of mouth.  It’s 
amazing how the dollars add up from 
the not so valuable below average 
condition (clunkers), to those of higher 
auction sales value.  The organization 
above donations thru 2016 earned 
over 2.7 million dollars for its Chapter’s 
social programs. WOW!   Today, since 
the Rotary District-Melwood program 
began in mid-2015 we have received 
40 vehicle donations.  The most recent 
Columbia Patuxent Club donation sold 
for $1,300. THIS MAKES FOR THE FOURTH 
DONATION FROM COLUMBIA PATUXENT 
CLUB.  By the 20th of the month check 
to the District is scheduled for Melwood 
disbursement, from which, the majority 
of the dollars will be forwarded to 
the donating Club.  More Good News. 
Melwood is now reducing its fee for 
management services to a maximum 
of $90 per vehicle.  Made possible 
by the ever increasing total vehicles 

Melwood manages. This is an amount still 
meaningful for Melwood’s Veterans (with 
Post-Deployment Stress) Experiential 
Rehabilitation Program, Individuals with 
Different Abilities Day and Employment 
Services, and its unique Camp where kids 
and adults with and without different 
abilities have fun and grow together. See: 
www.Melwood.org.  Remember, it’s so 
easy to donate.  Just call 1-844-686-7620 
or go on line at http://goo.gl/dL3Pji.  Have 
a great summer.  Rotarian “Earl” Copus, Jr.  
ecopus@live.com.

ROTARACTORS’ 
SERVICE
(continued from page 7)

The immediate past President and the 
current President of the Rotaract Club 
of Washington, DC, co-authored an 
article titled, “10 Reasons Why Every 
Student Should Join Rotary International.” 
The theme of the article was “Rotary 
International can transform high school 
and college students into globetrotting 
future leaders, all they need to do is 
apply.”   The inspiration for the article 
came from the co-authors’ experience 
at the 2016 Rotary International 
Convention, where they witnessed the 
sheer magnitude of Rotary International’s 
reach and wanted to get the word out 
to millennials about the many incredible 
opportunities that Rotary International 
clubs offer to students.  Rotary 
International tweeted the article last 
month on April 5, 2017, and according 
to Twitter data, it was the 34th most 
engaging Tweet from Non-Profit Twitter 
accounts that day, having reached a 
potential 409,000 people. 

Rotaract Club of University of 
Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC)

Toys for Tots Drive

      

ROTARY VEHICLE DONATIONS CONTINUE TO GROW
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[Above photos] Rotaractors have been 
performing service projects throughout 
the district.  The Washington Rotaract 
Club participated in the “Feeds the 
Americas Challenge” and the UMBC 
Rotaract Club had a “Toys for Tots” Drive.
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By Marilyn Nevy Cruz, Rotary District 
7620 Rotaract Chair

It has been an honor to serve as 
your District 7620 Rotaract Chair 
this year.  It has been a pleasure to 
work with Dr. Anna-Mae Kobbe. Dr. 
Kobbe is an advocate for all women 
in Rotary.   When I agreed to become 
District Rotaract Chair, I came into the 
position blindfolded. I had nothing 
to go by.  I identified what Rotaract 
clubs were still active in our district 
and visited each and one of them in 
person.  I met the young leaders in 
each club.  As a former Rotaractor I 
can say I am very proud and happy to 
see what our young professionals are 
doing in our District.  We have seven 
Rotaract clubs in our district.  Three 
community based and four university 
based.  The Rotaract Club of McDaniel 
College took a leave of absence this 
semester.  The clubs in our district are 
as follows:

Three Community:

Annapolis, Townsontowne, 
Washington, D.C. 

Four University:

American University, Hood College, 
McDaniel College (LOA this semester, 

University of Maryland Baltimore 
County (UMBC)

I am thrilled to announce that in July 
or September of this year we will 
be chartering the Rotaract Club of 
Howard University (sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of DuPont Circle). 

Additionally, I would like to 
congratulate the Past President of 
the Rotaract Club of Townsontowne, 
Kathleen McAdam for being the first 
to hold dual membership with the 
Rotaract Club and Rotary Club of 
Townsontowne.  In addition, I would 
also like to congratulate the President 

of the Rotaract Club of Washington, 
D.C., Peter Danjczek for transitioning 
into Rotary.  Effective July 1st, 2017 
Peter will be a member of the Rotary 
Club of Washington, D.C.  Lastly I 
would like to thank the Annapolis 
and D.C. Rotaract clubs for sending 
members to the District Conference 
this year. 

If you have any questions on how to 
start a Rotaract club please contact, 
Marilyn Nevy Cruz at mncruz10@
gmail.com.

Below are accomplishments of some 
of the Rotaract clubs in our district. 
Enjoy!

Rotaract Club of Hood College – 
2016-2017 Accomplishments

The Hood College Rotaract Club had a 
great year!  We participated in various 
volunteer activities, had a Rotaractor 
go to RYLA, and welcomed many new 
members to the club.  We volunteered 
for the annual Frederick Oktoberfest, 
the Rotary’s Peace Forum, Bikes 
for The World, a M*A*S*H B*A*S*H 
fundraiser, and many others!  We also 
have a full new executive board ready 
to tackle the next academic year!  We 
could not have done this without the 
help of our wonderful advisor, Dr. 
Erin George, the Frederick Rotary, and 
Carroll Creek Rotary!

Rotaract Club of Townsontowne – 
2016-2017 Accomplishments

The Towsontowne Rotaract Club 
has just began announcing its 
newest project that for now is titled 
The Ghana Project.  It is a feminine 
hygiene and educational international 
project we began discussing this 
spring but have just finalized.  We 
aim to bring education to teachers in 
rural areas and villages who may then 
educate their female students as well 
as some products and supplies. This 

will be done with the help of Ghana 
Rotaract clubs, some who have similar 
projects that we hope to support and 
expand upon.

Rotaract Club of Washington, D.C. 
– 2016-2017 Accomplishments

First Annual Rotaract Feeds the 
Americas Challenge (February 23, 
2017 – March 19, 2017)

The Rotaract Club of Washington, 
DC, and the Rotaract Club of Celeya, 
Mexico, partnered to host a call for 
all Rotaract Clubs across the Western 
Hemisphere to come together in 
the name of service for the First 
Annual Rotaract Feeds the Americas 
challenge. Inspired by the United 
Nations “17 Sustainable Development 
Goals: 17 Goals to Transform Our 
World.,” the Rotaract Feeds the 
Americas Challenge focused 
specifically on the following goals 
– Goal 2: Zero Hunger and Goal 17: 
Partnerships for the Goals.

The challenge was simple. Rotaract 
Clubs across the Americas were 
encouraged to participate in a 
community service event that helped 
serve food to those who are in need, 
whether it be by cooking, cleaning, 
serving, tending to gardens or farms, 
or helping out in any other way 
through organizations that provide 
meals to those without means to 
do so for themselves.  The date of 
the challenge ran between Rotary 
International’s anniversary and World 
Rotaract Week: February 23 – March 
19, 2017.  The club itself made over 
100 lunches for those in need being 
served by Central Union Mission.

Rotaract Club of Washington, 
DC, Article Tweeted by Rotary 
International, with over 20K Views:

(continued on page 6)

  

DISTRICT ROTARACTORS CELEBRATE A YEAR OF SERVICE
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District Governor Greg Wims
814 W. Diamond Avenue, Suite 200
Gaithersburg, MD   20878
Phone: 301-212-4141
Cell: 301-351-7028
email: gwims@boldconcepts.com

Rotary District Executive Secretary 
Sherry Whitworth 
4064 Lomar Drive, Mt.  Airy, MD 
21771 
Phone: 240-205-9861
email: Rotary@district7620.org

POLIO OUTBREAK IN SYRIA 
PARALYZED 17 CHILDREN
Excerpted from The Washington Post,  June 25, 2017.

Thanks to vaccination, the eradication effort is closer to 
success today than at any time in 30 years. Yet all of a 
sudden, a new outbreak has appeared in Syria. Is the goal 
about to be lost?

Not exactly, but the mixture of optimism and worry is 
warranted.  As recently as the mid-1980s, polio paralyzed 
more than 350,000 children a year in 125 countries where 
it was endemic.  By contrast, so far this year, the last three 
endemic countries have reported a total of only six cases 
of wild poliovirus, fewer than at any moment ever: four in 
Afghanistan and two in Pakistan, and none so far this year 
in Nigeria.  This is an extraordinary accomplishment by 
people, biomedicine and philanthropy.  Just a few years 
ago, Pakistan, for example, appeared to be spinning out 
of control, with vaccination workers murdered while on 
the job, and whole sectors beyond reach of immunization. 
Globally, some 16 million people are walking today who 
might otherwise have been afflicted with paralysis from 
polio, Mr. Gates noted.

The numbers are so low today that eradication may 

indeed be within reach, if there is not another setback in 
the remaining endemic countries.  For this, immunization 
and surveillance must be sustained.  On June 12, 
philanthropists and governments once again backed 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, a public-private 
partnership aimed at the second-ever eradication of 
a disease, after smallpox.  At the Rotary International 
convention in Atlanta, $1.2 billion was pledged. Up to 
$150 million raised in the next three years by Rotary 
International, which has been at the forefront of the 
battle since 1985, will be matched two-to-one by the 
Gates Foundation, which pledged a total of $450 million, 
including the match.  The remaining will come from other 
donors, all to make sure there is no relapse and a final 
fight to the finish.

The one dark spot is Syria, where a fresh outbreak has 
paralyzed 17 children, most from Mayadin, south of Deir 
al-Zour, and one child from Raqqa, where the Islamic 
State is headquartered.  This is the second polio outbreak 
of the war. It was caused by a weakened form of the 
virus from the polio vaccine itself, which in rare cases 
mutates and becomes virulent against the unvaccinated, 
spreading through contaminated sewage or water.  The 
real culprit is the upheaval of war. Fortunately, there is 
an effective vaccine and a fair amount of experience in 
extinguishing such an outbreak, and with enough effort 
and immunization, it can be contained.

Newsletter Editor Bob Nelson
22104 Goshen School Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20882-1404
Phone: 301-368-3542
email: BobNelson20854@yahoo.com
Please send articles and photos by 24 July.

People of Action

“The time is long past when environmental 
sustainability can be dismissed as not Rotary’s 

concern.  It is, and must be, everyone’s concern.”
-Ian H. S. Riseley, 2017-18 Rotary International President




