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GOVERNOR BEGINS OFFICIAL VISITS TO 61 CLUBS
by Governor Greg Wims  
July was a busy first month for me visiting 
17 Rotary Clubs.  
Montgomery 
Village, Greater 
Prince George’s, 
Annapolis, 
Columbia  
Patuxent, 
Lexington Park, 
Prince Fredrick, 
Carroll Creek, 
Frederick, 
Fredericktown, 
Bonds Meadow, 
College Park, 
Leonardtown, 
Southern 
Hartford, 
Downtown Silver Spring, Aberdeen, 
Howard West and Southern Frederick.  I 
will visit all 61 Clubs by January 16th.

I introduced them to our new Rotary 
International theme: “Making A Difference”  

and announced 
the top priorities 
from our new 
RI President 
Ian Riseley. 
Preserving 
Planet Earth 
and Partnering 
in the 
communities we 
live and work 
in.  President 
Riseley has 
asked us to 
plant one 
tree for each 
Rotarian 

worldwide.  1.2 million trees for 1.2 million 
Rotarians.     
                   (continued on page 2)
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CENTRAL MARYLAND AND WASHINGTON DC, USA

By Ronnie Teitler Davis, 
District 7620 Membership and 
Engagement Chair 

It’s Rotary Membership Month 
and there is a lot of buzz about 
building up your membership 
and hitting your club goals!   
What is the latest BUZZ in 
Rotary Membership - Satellite 
Clubs!  

What is a Satellite Club and how 
could your club benefit from 
creating a Satellite Club?

•  Some clubs create a Satellite 
Club to accommodate members’ differing 
schedules.  This allows some members of 

the club to meet at an alternative 
time and place than the sponsor 
club. The benefit is that the club 
doesn’t lose members because 
of scheduling conflicts.  Satellite 
Club members are officially 
members of their sponsor 
club, but if membership grows 
enough, the Satellite Club can 
break off and charter as a new 

club.  A member of a Satellite Club 
is a member of the Sponsor Club 
and subject to the same rules 
as any other member.  If you are 
interested in learning more about 

Satellite Clubs, contact me at   
RonnieDavis@LongstreamCT.com

 (continued on page 2)

AUGUST IS ROTARY’S MEMBERSHIP AND 
NEW CLUB DEVELOPMENT MONTH

[Above] District 
Membership Chair 

Ronnie Teitler Davis was 
named Rotarian of the 
Year in the Southern 

Harford County Rotary 
Club

 [Above L-R] Governor Greg Wims, wife Michelle, Rotary 
International President Ian Riseley and wife Juliet.
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Upcoming
District
Events
August 3  6pm
Opioid Addiction 
Awareness Forum #1
Mount St. Mary’s University-
Frederick Campus
5350 Spectrum Drive
Frederick

August 5
Rotary Leadership Institute 
Mini RLI - Rockville
Montgomery College
51 Mannekee Street, 
Rockville

September 14  7pm
Opioid Addiction
Awareness Forum #2 
University Christian Church
6800 Adelphi Road 
Hyattsville

September 16
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Bowie

September 20
Rotary Day at 
Galllaudet University

October 12-15
Zones 33-34 Institute

November 18
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Frederick

February 24, 2018
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Towson

March 17, 2018
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - Fairfax, VA

April 27, 2018
Rotary Leadership Institute 
RLI - La Plata

May 4-5, 2018
District Conference

A

GOVERNOR’S REPORT
(continued from page 1)

District 7620 has a goal of 2,200 trees: 
one for each member of our District 
(Central Maryland and Washington, DC).  

I have appointed Christopher Puttock 
from the Rotary Club of College Park to 
Chair this committee (see article on page 
3).

At our President-Elect Training (PETS) 
this spring, it was voted to make Opioid 
Addiction Education one of our goals. 
Incoming Rotary Presidents spoke of 
their members learning of or actually 
knowing of persons who have died from 
opioids. Our Rotary District will host its 
first Opioid Addiction Awareness Forum 
on August 3rd 6: pm-8pm.  Dr. Peggy 
Compton, RN, PhD, FAAN from University 
of Pennsylvania School of Nursing will be 
our speaker.  Mount St. Mary’s University-
Frederick Campus located at 5350 
Spectrum Drive, Frederick.  

Opioid Addiction Awareness Forum #2 
will be Thursday September 14th,  7 pm-
9pm at the University Christian Church 
6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville.  Delegate 
Joseline Pena-Melnyk will be our speaker.  
She represents Anne Arundel and Prince 
George’s Counties.

I have appointed Tom Allen of the 
Columbia-Patuxent Rotary Club to chair 
this committee for our District.

Our current Club Presidents also voted 
to start the CART (Coins for Alzheimer’s 
Research Trust) Fund program which 
provides funds for cutting edge research 

to cure Alzheimer’s. All clubs have to do 
is place a blue bucket on the table for 
members to place loose coins. Millions 
of dollars have been raised by Rotary 
Clubs in the Southern United States over 
the last few years.  I have appointed Pete 
Grayson to Chair this program.  Pete is 
the former Area Governor for Area 13 in 
our Rotary District.

I will see you soon and lets “Make A 
Difference” as Rotarians.

MEMBERSHIP MONTH: 
SATELLITE CLUBS

(continued from page 1)

•  Purpose:

o  To increase membership and 
participation in club events

o  To give those who cannot attend a 
club’s meeting to meet at other times 
and/or places

o  To offer an alternative meeting times 
and places

•  Methods:

o  Create a Satellite Club in various places 
of your service area i.e. local senior 
centers, clubs, anywhere people gather 
(bars)

o  Create an Extension of your club

o  There are a number of advantages 
in joining a Satellite Club versus an 
established club or chartering a new 
club. Ensure the prospective members 
understand the difference:  (membership 
dues can be reduced to paying for Rotary 
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    [Above L-R] Governor Greg Wims and Washington DC Rotary Club President Abrahem Helal;  Area Governor Dan Parker, 
Governor Greg Wims and Past Governor Bob Parkinson at the Lexington Park Rotary Club; Newly installed Rotary President 

Mike Naghdi and outgoing President Don Keils at the Lake Shore-Severna Park Rotary Club .



International and District dues only). 

Other ideas to grow your membership 
this year

•  Create a prospective member’s 
kit.  Include: information about your 
club, its members, successful service 
activities, etc.  Make sure it includes 
a call to action - something the 
individual can do to find out more 
about Rotary.  You can find templates 
for brochures on MyRotary.org

•  Print business cards featuring the 
Rotary logo and your club’s meeting 
day, time and location.  Include your 
website.  Every member should have 
these in their possession to give to 
prospective members.

Remember, every member of your 
club should be recruiting new 
members.  Sometimes they just need 
to be reminded.  Have a great Rotary 
Membership Month!

PLANT ONE TREE FOR 
EACH ROTARIAN
By Dr. Christopher F. Puttock, District 
7620 Tree Program Chair

President Riseley has provided Rotary 
with a challenge of having one tree 
planted for every Rotarian in Rotary 
today.  He would like this challenge to 
be accomplished by Earth Day 2018, 
that is April 22, 2018.   We can meet 
this Challenge.

District Governor Greg Wims has asked 
the 13 Area Governors of District 6720 
to see to it that each Rotary club has a 

person coordinating the tree planting 
for their club.   I am looking forward 
to hearing from our Area Governors 
about the progress within the clubs 
under their purview.  

I have listed below some resources 
that provide tree planting 
opportunities at little or no cost, other 
than several hours of volunteer labor, 
putting the trees in the ground and 
covering the roots with soil, and the 
first watering.  

How do we know when we have 
completed our challenge of c. 2200 
trees planted?  President Riseley has 
specifically asked Rotarians during 
his year to account of their volunteer 
work for Rotary, highlighting the fact 
that we do not have a good handle on 
the value of our volunteer hours.   At 
ESRAG.org there will be a place for you 
to provide a tally of trees planted, their 
location and the date of the volunteer 
work.

The most common question I have 
been asked to date is “How big is a 
tree?” and “How much should I pay?”  
I suggest that we access the ample 
free tree planting resources that are 
available within District 7620.  I have 
listed four below.

The first two are statewide programs; 
next are one each specifically for 
Washington and Baltimore.  I have 
then provided the link to ESRAGs 
basic resources for President Riseley’s 
tree planting challenge, with access 
into some further literature, and 
some global projects; and finally 

I have provided an example of an 
international non-Rotary charity 
international tree planting program.

The challenge is underway.  One tree 
for every Rotarian in our District.

National Public Lands Day – 
County Parks and Recreation 
Departments  
National Public Lands Day is 
celebrated annually at public lands 
in the United States on a Saturday in 
late September.  A signature event of 
the National Environmental Education 
Foundation (https://www.neefusa.org/
public-lands-day), it promotes both 
popular enjoyment and volunteer 
conservation of public lands.

The date this year is Saturday 30, 
2017. Each county/parish jurisdiction 
across the United States for the past 
decade or more has organized some 
volunteer activities, usually with 
planting trees that come from their 
own nurseries, and are then looked 
after by their staff.  Rotarian tree 
volunteer coordinators should contact 
their local Parks and Recreation 
Department or equivalent.

For example, in Prince George’s 
County Dept. Parks and Recreation 
(www.pgparks.com) an event for 
Rotarians tree plantings is scheduled 
in the vicinity of Lake Artemesia 
College Park/Berwyn Heights for 
September 30, 2017.  

(continued on page 5)
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    [Above L-R] The new President of the North Bethesda Rotary Club. President Carla W. Satinsky; Governor Greg Wims Installed Joe Slert as President of the Historic 
Prince Georges Rotary Club; Installation of President Sue Weber at the Annapolis Rotary Club; Governor Greg Wims, Lisa Picker and Area Governor Tom Neff at the 

Bonds Meadow Rotary Club; Leonardtown Rotary Club’s President Robin Finnacom and Governor Greg Wims cutting the Rotary cake.
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By Ken Montville, President, College Park 
Rotary Club   

The Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) is 
coming to Montgomery College to offer 
Part 1 of a three-part Institute.

If you’ve ever been interested in the 
nuts and bolts of Rotary combined with 
the chance to share ideas with other 
Rotarians from nearby Clubs, this is your 
chance.  It doesn’t matter if you’ve been 
in Rotary one month or twenty years, 
there is always a great opportunity to 
learn from an interesting curriculum 
and from other Rotarians about what is 
working well in different Clubs.

It’s easy to sign up.  Just go to http://
www.rli33.org/ and click on Event 
Registration then scroll down to 
Rockville, MD and click on Register.

Part 1 of the Rotary Leadership Institute 
will be held on Saturday, August 5th 
at Montgomery College, 51 Mannekee 
Street, Rockville, MD 20850.  Registration 
starts at 8:30 (with some goodies and 
coffee) and goes until about 4:30pm. 
Lunch and break munchies are included.

On September 16 the Rotary Leadership 
Institute is coming to Bowie.  Part I, Part 
II, Part III will be available.

GABRIEL NEEDS A 
KIDNEY DONATION
By Dick Sweeney

Background:  Gabriel’s journey has been 
anything but typical.  Gabe was born 
with a coaster-sized portion of his brain 
exposed and spent the first four months 
of his life in the NICU at Johns Hopkins 
hospital.  His life since has been spent 
overcoming some insurmountable 
challenges, including over 30 surgeries 
to try and fix his still open skull – all of 
which have been unsuccessful.  Through 
all of it, Gabe has remained a superhero 
to everyone. 

Unfortunately last September, Gabe 
suffered double kidney failure. After 
over two months in the hospital, he 

was finally released and sent home on 
dialysis.  Gabe carries a very rare form 
of a genetic disorder, which caused his 
kidneys to fail.  Seven months later, Gabe 
is still waiting for a kidney.  Since coming 
home, his days have been filled with 
many additional stays in the hospital, 
mounds of hospital bills, and plenty of 
sleepless nights. 

Bottom line is life on dialysis is anything 
but ideal.  Dialysis is a temporary 
measure that is debilitating for this 
sweet 11-year-old boy.  Having a child 
on dialysis is like having a child with a 
constant, terrible flu.  He doesn’t want 
to play, doesn’t laugh, and can’t make it 
through a day at school without getting 
sick.

So far, Gabe and his family have not 
found a donor, even his family members 
have been ruled out due to the genetic 
disorder that likely caused his condition, 
leaving Gabe with few options.  So, 
we are reaching out and asking you to 
spread the word on his behalf.

If you – or someone you know – would 
like to consider a life-saving donation for 
Gabe, here are the details:

Gabe can take an A type donor OR an O type 
donor

There are no medical costs associated with 
kidney donation for the donor

Donors must be aged 18 – 60 years and in 
relatively good health – free of hypertension, 
diabetes, cancer, kidney and heart diseases

To move forward with the donation process, 
online enrollment is available here: 

Donors must specify that they want to 
donate to Gabriel Marburg, DOB April 7, 2006

Consider donating anonymously.  This 
way, you can remove yourself from the 
process at any time

If you have specific questions about 
the donation process, please contact 
Bridget Creekmore by email at   
bcreekm1@jhmi.edu or by phone at 410-
614-9345.  Anonymity is guaranteed.

For more information, contact Rotarian 
Dick Sweeney of the Annapolis Club. 
Email: sweeneySRL@comcast.net

ROTARY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE IN ROCKVILLE & BOWIE

 [Above] Governor Greg Wims stops by the 
Rockville Rotary Twilight Runfest.

[Above]   Annaopolis Crab Feast Raffle 
Chairman Hank Mortimer, left, dons his 
crab hat and gives a raffle ticket to Dave 
Lunden, Chairman of the Rotary Club’s 
annual crab feast.
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(continued from page 3)

Further dates and locations in 
Prince George’s County may also 
be arranged.  All Maryland counties 
are likely to be having similar 
opportunities.

Also the National Environmental 
Education Foundation website 
provides a search for tree planting 
events, year round, near you.  https://
www.neefusa.org/find-an-event

Tree-Mendous DNR Program 
- Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources 
The DNR offers the Tree-Mendous 
program, encouraging Maryland’s 
citizens to plant trees.  If you need 
to go it alone a step by step guide to 
tree planting is provided at http://
dnr2.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/
treemendous/Treemendous_Program.
aspx.

If you are interested in organizing a 
tree planting event or becoming a 
volunteer but don’t know where to 
start?  Contact the Tree-Mendous 
Director, anne.gilbert@maryland.gov, 
if you would like to volunteer or need 
more volunteers.  DNR is looking to 
grow a network of volunteers and 
organizations around the state of 
Maryland to help them get started 
planting more trees.

If you wish to volunteer with an 
established program, sign up athttp://
dnr2.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/
treemendous/volunteer.aspx

For more information, contact: Tree-
Mendous Program, Tawes State Office 
Building E-1, 580 Taylor Avenue, 
Annapolis, MD 21401ph: 410-260-
8510; email: tree-mendous.dnr@
maryland.gov

Casey Trees – Washington D.C. 
Casey trees is a Washington DC based 
program.  It offers trees for purchase 
and tree planting for volunteer events.

From their website , “Are you 
interested in volunteering with 
a group of 5 to 20 people at an 
upcoming event? We’d love to have 
you join us!”   There is a fillable form 
on their website 
and their volunteer 
engagement team 
promises to get 
back to you within 
7 business days. 
https://caseytrees.
org/volunteer/

The Baltimore 
Tree Trust – 
Baltimore and 
environs
The Baltimore Tree 
Trust is committed 
to educating and 
encouraging 
enthusiastic, 
community-driven Baltimore citizens 
to plant trees in their neighborhoods.  
http://baltimoretreetrust.org/

This organization is looking for 
volunteers for their upcoming tree 
planting events around Baltimore 
at occur almost bi-weekly.  For 
information for dates and locations 
please go to  http://baltimoretreetrust.
org/contact-us. Also P.O. Box 26202, 
Baltimore, MD 21210 

You can also signup at http://
baltimoretreetrust.org/get-involved 

Ongoing Rotary Tree Planting 
Projects – ESRAG
Environmental Sustainability Rotarian 
Action Group (ESRAG) is providing 

further assistance for FAQ regarding 
President Riseley’s 1.2 million tree 
challenge. https://www.esrag.org/
trees

There are many Rotary Club Projects, 
global and district, where tree 
planting is a central activity.  Many of 
these projects will welcome financial 
and volunteer assistance for their 
programs.  Some of these projects 

can be found at the https://
www.esrag.org/rotary-tree-
planting-projects.   ESRAG 
has asked that clubs with tree 
planting projects to contact 
them to add to this list.

To tally our goal of 1.2 million 
trees by Earth Day 2018,  a 
tree plant counter will be 
installed at ESRAG to capture 
basic information about our 
local Rotary tree planting 
successes and challenges.

In addition to Rotary Tree 
planting projects there are 
many other non-profits 
undertaking tree-planting 
and forest restoration 

worldwide, such as:

Retree –beyond local
Retree is an international program 
for planting trees in many countries 
around the world (e.g. Ethiopia, Haiti, 
Madagascar, etc.) https://retree.com/. 
Its mission is to recreate healthy forest 
systems that restore hope, alleviate 
suffering, empower people, and build 
local economies in impoverished 
communities.

Eden Reforestation Projects is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit that plants millions 
of trees every year on the behalf of 
donors, businesses, and foundations. It 
provides a gifting trees program at $1 
per tree. 

“

2017-18 ROTARY GOAL: ONE TREE PLANTED FOR EVERY ROTARIAN



JUNE RECORDS A $1,300 SALE 
By Earl Copus

Yes, a thousand here and a thousand 
there adds up to meaningful dollars for 
the Rotary District Fund, Club Projects 
and Melwood.  The Club making the 
vehicle donation to be recognized next 
issue once the detail information has 
been received from Melwood.  Daily one 
hears over the TV, Radio or reads in print 
the request for donated vehicles.  As 
so many social programs have learned 
getting out the message of how much 
good comes from donating a no longer 
needed vehicle is what generates 
donations.  Our District Rotary Vehicle 
Program may not have the means to 
purchase media advertisements, yet, 
within our means we can encourage 
Rotary families, friends, social and 
business associates when donating 
a vehicle, make it a Rotary Donation. 
Remember last month’s Newsletter 
highlighted the fact how one Melwood 
managed program received 31 vehicles 
its first year, then over the next eight 
years, a steady year-by-year increase, 
recorded 975 donations in 2016.  
Melwood’s own 20 plus year history of a 
donated vehicle program demonstrates 
the same pattern of seeing annual 
growth in donations.  It’s a fact some 30 
percent of donors are repeat donors.  
Let’s keep building that base of Rotary 
donors. You will be pleased to know 
Melwood’s experiential rehabilitation 
program for Veterans, with post-traumatic 
stress, is being so successful, this month 
it carries the program to the state of 
Texas.  If you would like to have Melwood 
present to your Club its programs for 
Veterans and individuals with different 
abilities, just let me know. Remember it’s 
so easy to donate that vehicle.  Just call 
1-844-688-7620 or go on line at http://
goo.gl/dL3Pji.  Have a great summer.  
Rotarian “Earl” Copus, Jr. ecopus@live.com 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
FOR DISASTER AID
By Paul Mahata, Chair, District Disaster 
Relief Committee
It is important to have trained volunteers 
for both domestic and international 
disasters.  The District 7620 Disaster 
Relief Committee has collaborated with 
Disaster Aid USA (DAUSA) in dealing 
with domestic disasters such as WV 
floods and SC floods, and international 
disasters such as Nepal earthquake and 
Philippines Typhoon.  Disaster Aid USA 
is now accepting applications from 
Rotarians and their friends who are 
interested in becoming International 
Disaster Aid Response Team members 
(DARTs).  The training will be held in 
Frederick, Maryland from September 28th 
to October 2nd, 2017.

Problem solving and project 
management skills are of great asset in 
the field, as disaster and water shortage 
will present many operational, cultural, 
and political problems. The ability to look 
for local resources, comparing those to 
resources available to be shipped in, and 
doing a proper analysis of both is key to 
success in disaster relief.  Being able to 
work with other cultures, participate in 
meetings organized by government, UN 
or Rotary; and present DAUSA capability 
are also very critical success factors.

Becoming a DART member requires 
a significant personal commitment.  
DARTs are not paid and must be 
prepared to donate their time not only 
on deployments, but also be actively 
involved in fundraising and give 
presentations about their experiences to 
various groups as required.  

If you are interested in becoming a 
Disaster Aid Response Team member 
(DART), please click on this link for more 
information: http://www.disasteraidusa.
com.

For any questions, contact the following: 
Bob Grill - grill@disasteraidusa.org (410) 
956-7344, President & Chairman of the 
Board, Disaster Aid USA; or Larry Agee 
-  klagee@yahoo.com (337) 515-4076, 
Disaster Aid USA Executive Director & 
DART Manager, Disaster Aid International 
DART Team Leader.   

ROTARY VEHICLE DONATIONS CONTINUE TO GROW
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[Above] DGN Barton Goldenberg, Rotary 
International President Ian Riseley and 
Governor Greg Wims at the RYLA North 
America Conference in Washington, DC.

[Below] DGE Rich Glover and Governor 
Greg Wims at the Southern Frederick 
County Rotary Club.
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By Quentin Wodon, Rotary Club of 
Capitol Hill

Every year on July 1, some 35,000 
new Rotary Club Presidents take on 
the reins of their club, leading 1.2 
million Rotarians worldwide for a 
year.  As I just completed a year as 
Club President, I thought it might be 
useful to share a few lessons learned 
over the past year.

1. Prioritize

Unless you are a member of a large 
club, it is probably best to focus a 
club’s energy on only one main goal 
each year, as opposed to pursuing 
many different goals. One year goes 
by quickly. Trying to achieve too 
many goals may mean not achieving 
any one well enough.

For my club, our top priority this past 
year was to rebuild our membership. 
After many years of decline, we 
started the year officially with 18 
members.  In practice, we had at best 
15 members since two members 
told us they were relocating over 
the summer and another member 
had to be terminated.  Of those 
15 members, about half were fully 
engaged.  We had no choice but to 
focus on rebuilding our membership. 
Thanks to a few initiatives explained 
in a free ebook as well as a bit of luck, 
today we have 40 members.  We 
know that we will lose a few members 
due to relocation or termination in 
coming months.  But we also have a 
few additional prospective members 
already identified, and we are clearly 
a stronger club today than we were a 
year ago.

When we started the year, we had 
other objectives apart from increasing 
our membership.  In some areas, we 
did well.  In other areas, we still have a 
long way to go.  But what helped us is 

that we were clear on what our main 
strategic objective was for the past 
year: rebuilding our membership.

2. Invest in your local community

Many clubs are involved in both local 
and international service projects.  As 
I work in international development, 
the fact that Rotary implements 
projects in developing countries is 
important to me.  However, it is also 
clear to me that what sustains most 
clubs is local service, not international 
projects.

International projects often 
involve only a few dedicated club 
members.  Without strong local 
service opportunities, clubs are at 
higher risk of losing their purpose 
and dynamism.  The same holds 
for relationships. International 
relationships are great, but what 
will help a club strive are first and 
foremost the local relationships that 
a club and its members build, how 
well the club is known and respected 
in the local community.  There may 
be exceptions, but it is hard for clubs 
to do well without a strong local 
presence.

3. Serve your members

Sometimes, there is a bit of a debate 
among Rotarians as to whether 
Rotary is a membership organization 
or a service organization.  It seems 

to me that Rotary is by its very 
nature a membership organization 
first.  Without a strong membership, 
Rotarians can’t achieve as much in 
their service work.

Recognizing that Rotary is primarily 
a membership organization has 
implications.  Clubs need to respond 
to the needs and preferences of their 
members.  This may mean a stronger 
focus on service in some clubs, but in 
other clubs it may mean a focus on, 
say, attracting great speakers.  There is 
a lot of heterogeneity among clubs as 
well as Rotarians, and that’s a plus.

To bring value to their broader 
communities, clubs do need to 
engage in service work.  This is an 
imperative, and I would not remain 
a Rotarian if this were not the case.  
My own priority in Rotary is to 
engage in service work. But not all 
Rotarians have the same priorities, 
and priorities can change depending 
on the stage of one’s own life. There 
are multiple ways to contribute, and 
all should be celebrated.  All clubs 
and Rotarians should find their own  
niche.  Diversity in Rotary is a strength 
that should be nurtured.  But for this, 
a focus on serving the membership is 
essential.

These are three simple lessons I 
thought I should share – as I would 
have like to have this fully clear in 
my mind when I started the year as 
President.  The first two lesson s were 
clear to me, the third a bit less so.  
These lessons are not really surprising 
when you think about them.  They 
are just my two cents at the end 
of a year as Club President with 
success in some areas, and a work 
in progress in others.  [This article 
was first published as a post on the 
Rotarian Economist Blog at https://
rotarianeconomist.com]

  

THREE LESSONS LEARNED AS A ROTARY CLUB PRESIDENT
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District Governor Greg Wims
814 W. Diamond Avenue, Suite 200
Gaithersburg, MD   20878
Phone: 301-212-4141
email: gwims@boldconcepts.com

Rotary District Executive Secretary 
Sherry Whitworth 
4064 Lomar Drive, Mt.  Airy, MD 
21771 
Phone: 240-205-9861
email: Rotary@district7620.org

IN MEMORIAM: ROTARY 
PRESIDENT-ELECT SAM F. OWORI

[Excerpted from the Rotary.org Website]

Rotary International President-elect Sam F. Owori died 
unexpectedly on 13 July due to complications from 
surgery.  Sam was a member of the Rotary Club Kampala, 
Uganda, for 38 years.

“Rotary has become a way of life for me 
– with the intrinsic value and core belief 
in mutual responsibility and concern for 
one another as a cornerstone,” Sam said 
when he was nominated last year.  “I 
feel immense satisfaction knowing that 
through Rotary, I’ve helped someone 
live better.”

Sam’s term as Rotary’s 108th president 
would have begun on 1 July 2018.

“Please remember Sam as the 
outstanding, hardworking Rotarian he was,” said Rotary 
International President Ian Riseley.  “In this difficult 
time, I ask you to keep his wife, Norah, the Owori family, 
and Sam’s millions of friends around the world in your 
thoughts.”

Under Sam’s leadership, the number of clubs in Uganda 
swelled from nine to 89 over the course of 29 years. 

Sam saw in Rotary members “an incredible passion 
to make a difference,” and wanted to “harness that 
enthusiasm and pride so that every project becomes the 
engine of peace and prosperity.”

Sam was the Chief Executive Officer of the Institute of 
Corporate Governance of Uganda, whose mission is to 
promote excellence in corporate governance principles 
and practice in the region by 2020.  Previously, he was 
Executive Director of the African Development Bank, 

managing director of Uganda Commercial 
Bank Ltd., and Director of Uganda 
Development Bank.  He has also served as 
corporate secretary of the Central Bank of 
Uganda.

He served as member and chair of several 
boards including FAULU (U) Ltd., (now 
Opportunity Bank), the Uganda Heart 
Institute, the Centre for African Family 
Studies, Mulago Hospital Complex, 
Mukono Theological College, and the 
Kampala City Council.

Sam also was the Vice Chair of Hospice Africa Uganda, and 
board member and Chair of the Audit Committee of PACE 
(Programme for Accessible Health, Communication, and 
Education) in Uganda.

“Sam was a special person in so many ways, and his 
unexpected death is a huge loss to Rotary, his community, 
and the world,” Riseley said. 
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Gaithersburg, MD 20882-1404
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Please send articles and photos by 24 August.

People of Action

“God has made us Guardians of the Earth.  
This planet is our heritage as well as our legacy.  

Let’s keep it in Peace, fill it with Love, honor it with Service.  
Let’s preserve it.”

-Paulo V. C. Costa, 1990-91 Rotary International President


